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Family Seasons: Lesson #11 “Families of Faith”
Acts 10:1-28, 34, 35; 1 Cor. 2:2; 1 Thess. 5:21, 22; John 1:12, 13; 3:7; 1 John 5:1.

Memory Verse

Hebrews 12:1, 2 (NKJV) “Therefore . . . let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God”

Philippians 2:14-15 (NKJV) Do all things without complaining and
disputing, *° that you may become blameless and harmless, children of
God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,
among whom you shine as lights in the world,

“Hold Fast What Is Good”
*Acts 10:1-2 (NKJV) There was a certain man in Caesarea called
Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment, a devout
man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms
generously to the people, and prayed to God always.
Acts 15:19-21 (NKJV) Therefore | judge that we should not trouble
those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, %° but that we
write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual
immorality, from things strangled, and from blood. # For Moses has had
throughout many generations those who preach him in every city, being
read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

The Power of Culture on Family
Genesis 16:1-3 (NKJV) Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no
children. And she had an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar.
2So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the Lord has restrained me from
bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps | shall obtain
children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. ® Then Sarai,
Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her
husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the
land of Canaan.
Romans 12:2 (NKJV) And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
1 Timothy 5:14 (NKJV) Therefore | desire that the younger widows
marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the
adversary to speak reproachfully.

There is a God above, and the light and glory from His throne rests upon
the faithful mother as she tries to educate her children to resist the
influence of evil. No other work can equal hers in importance. She has
not, like the artist, to paint a form of beauty upon canvas; nor, like the
sculptor, to chisel it from marble. She has not, like the author, to
embody a noble thought in words of power; nor, like the musician, to
express a beautiful sentiment in melody. It is hers, with the help of God,
to develop in a human soul the likeness of the divine. AH 237

*Matthew 24:12-13 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of
many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.

Joe Crews called it. ““...contaminating process of gradual compromise is
what will endanger even the “very elect.”

Matthew 7:14 “narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it”.

Genesis 35:1-4 Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and
dwell there; and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when
you fled from the face of Esau your brother.” * And Jacob said to his
household and to all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods
that are among you, purify yourselves, and change your garments.
®Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and | will make an altar there to
God, who answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me
in the way which I have gone.” *So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods
which were in their hands, and the earrings which were in their ears;
and Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree which was by Shechem.

1 Kings 11:1-2 (NKJV) But King Solomon loved many foreign women,
as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites—? from the nations of
whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, “You shall not
intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your
hearts after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love.

Ezra 10:2, 5 (NKJV) “We have trespassed against our God, and have
taken pagan wives from the peoples of the land; yet now there is hope in
Israel in spite of this.... Then Ezra arose, and made the leaders of the
priests, the Levites, and all Israel swear an oath that they would do
according to this word. So they swore an oath.

Esther 2:7-9 (NKJV) And Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is,
Esther, his uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor mother. The
young woman was lovely and beautiful. When her father and mother
died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter. 8 So it was, when the
king’s command and decree were heard, and when many young women
were gathered at Shushan the citadel, under the custody of Hegai, that




Esther also was taken to the king’s palace, into the care of Hegai the
custodian of the women. ? Now the young woman pleased him, and she
obtained his favor; so he readily gave beauty preparations to her, besides
her allowance. Then seven choice maidservants were provided for her
from the king’s palace, and he moved her and her maidservants to the
best place in the house of the women.

Esther 2:20 (NKJV) Now Esther had not revealed her family and her
people, just as Mordecai had charged her, for Esther obeyed the
command of Mordecai as when she was brought up by him.

Genesis 18:19 (NKJV) For | have known him, in order that he may

command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way

of the Lord, to do righteousness and justice, that the Lord may bring to
Abraham what He has spoken to him.”

The greatest evidence of the power of Christianity that can be presented to

the world is a well-ordered, well-disciplined family. This will recommend
the truth as nothing else can, for it is a living witness of its practical
power upon the heart. {AH 32.2}

Sustaining Families Through Seasons of Change

Genesis 12:1-5 Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your
country, From your family And from your father’s house, To a land that |
will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make
your name great; And you shall be a blessing. | will bless those who bless
you, And | will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.” SO Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to
him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when
he departed from Haran. Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the
people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the
land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan.

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 (NKJV) Therefore “Come out from among them
And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And | will
receive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”

Toward a First-Generation Faith

Judges 2:7-10 (NKJV) So the people served the Lord all the days of
Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen
all the great works of the Lord which He had done for Israel.  Now
Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died when he was one
hundred and ten years old. ° And they buried him within the border of his

inheritance at Timnath Heres, in the mountains of Ephraim, on the
north side of Mount Gaash. *°* When all that generation had been
gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did
not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel.
Revelation 2:4 (NKJV) Nevertheless | have this against you, that you
have left your first love.

1 Corinthians 15:31 (NKJV) | affirm, by the boasting in you which |
have in Christ Jesus our Lord, | die daily.

*Luke 9:23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.
John 1:12-13 (NKJV) But as many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:
Bwho were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God.

John 3:7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’

1 John 5:1 (NKJV) Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of
God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is
begotten of Him.

Twenty-First-Century Runners

Matthew 28:5-7 (NKJV) But the angel answered and said to the
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. ®He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the
place where the Lord lay. “ And go quickly and tell His disciples that He
is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee;
there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.”

John 3:16 (NKJV) For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.

Romans 1:16-17 (NKJV) For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the
Jew first and also for the Greek. *' For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by
faith.”

1 Corinthians 2:2 (NKJV) For | determined not to know anything
among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (NKJV) God... has given us the ministry of
reconciliation, ' that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself, % Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God...



