Lesson #6 Oneness in Christ - “Images of Unity”

Memory Verse

1 Corinthians 12:12 (NKJV) For as the body is one and has many
members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ.”

E Pluribus Unum - The Latin words are the motto found on the Great
Seal of the United States. It was originally chosen in 1776 by a committee
of consisting of Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson,
but not adopted officially by Congress until six years later (in 1782). The
phrase E Pluribus Unum, of course, means “out of many, one” and refers
to the idea that the United States is one nation consisting of several
different states. Out of many, one nation.

The People of God

Deuteronomy 4:20 (NKJV) But the Lord has taken you and brought you
out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be His people, an inheritance, as
you are this day.

Deuteronomy 7:6-8 (NKJV) “For you are a holy people to the Lord
your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself,
a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. ' The
Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more
in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples;

8 but because the Lord loves you, and because He would keep the oath
which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a
mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

1 Peter 2:9-10 (NKJV) But you are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light; *°who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who
had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

Exodus 19:5-6 (NKJV) Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice
and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above
all people; for all the earth is Mine. ® And you shall be to Me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation.” These are the words which you shall speak to
the children of Israel.”

Revelation 1:5-6 (NKJV) ...To Him who loved us and washed us from
our sins in His own blood, ®and has made us kings and priests to His God
and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

*Revelation 20:6 (NKJV) Blessed and holy is he who has part in the
first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a
thousand years.

The Household of God
Matthew 7:24 Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and
does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the
rock:
Ephesians 2:19-22 (NKJV) Now, therefore, you are no longer
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, ?° having been built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
cornerstone, % in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord, % in whom you also are being built
together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
1 Corinthians 3:9-11 (NKJV) For we are God'’s fellow workers; you
are God'’s field, you are God’s building. *° According to the grace of
God which was given to me, as a wise master builder | have laid the
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he
builds on it. ** For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:4-5 (NKJV) Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected
indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, ®you also, as living
stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

The Temple of the Holy Spirit
2 Chronicles 7:1-2 (NKJV) When Solomon had finished praying, fire
came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the
sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the temple. > And the priests
could not enter the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had
filled the Lord’s house.
*1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (NKJV) Do you not know that you are the
temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? *’ If anyone
defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God
is holy, which temple you are.
Romans 8:9 (NKJV) But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the
Spirit of Christ, he is not His.



1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NKJV) Or do you not know that your body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and
you are not your own? % For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify
God in your body and in your spirit, which are God'’s.

The Body of Christ

In the New Testament, the church is often described as the body of Christ.
Yet for some reason it is becoming more and more common for Christians
to amputate themselves from the body of Christ. Often | hear people ask,
“Does it really matter if I go to church?” or “Can’t I survive spiritually
without the church?”” and “Won’t the church survive without me?”
Ephesians 1:22-23 (NKJV) And He put all things under His feet, and
gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV) There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called in one hope of your calling; °one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; ® one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all.

1 Corinthians 10:17 (NKJV) For we, though many, are one bread and
one body; for we all partake of that one bread.

Ephesians 4:12 (NKJV) for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

Romans 12:4-8 (NKJV) For as we have many members in one body, but
all the members do not have the same function, ®so we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. ® Having
then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use
them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; ” or ministry,
let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; ® he who
exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

1 Corinthians 12:12-26 (NKJV) For as the body is one and has many
members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. ** For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all
been made to drink into one Spirit. ** For in fact the body is not one
member but many. ** If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I
am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? ** And if the ear
should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body, ” is it
therefore not of the body? ' If the whole body were an eye, where would
be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?

¥ But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just
as He pleased. *° And if they were all one member, where would the
body be? 2’ But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.

2! And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor
again the head to the feet, “‘I have no need of you.” ** No, much rather,
those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.

28 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable,
on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have
greater modesty, * but our presentable parts have no need. But God
composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks
it, ® that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members
should have the same care for one another. ° And if one member suffers,
all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the
members rejoice with it.

Sheep and Shepherd Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David
Psalm 23:1-3 (NKJV) The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He
makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still
waters. * He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake.
*|saiah 40:11 (NKJV)  He will feed His flock like a shepherd; He will
gather the lambs with His arm, And carry them in His bosom,
And gently lead those who are with young.
John 10:1-11 (NKJV) “Most assuredly, | say to you, he who does not
enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same
is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd
of the sheep. * To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his
voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * And
when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep
follow him, for they know his voice. ® Yet they will by no means follow a
stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of
strangers.” ® Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the
things which He spoke to them.  Then Jesus said to them again, “Most
assuredly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. 8 All who ever came
before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. ° |
am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in
and out and find pasture. '° The thief does not come except to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly. ** “I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd gives His life for the sheep.



