Jeremiah
#12- Back to Egypt

Memory Verse - Hand out Scriptures to read

Jeremiah 42:5, (NIV) May the Lord be a true and faithful witness against
us if we do not act in accordance with everything the Lord your God sends
you to tell us.

Jer. 40:7-16, Jer 41:1-18-43:1-13, Exod. 16:3, Num. 16:13, Jer 44:1-36.
Jeremiah stayed with the captives even though he could have been treated
very well in Babylon.

*Hebrews 11:24-25 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,

Political Anarchy
No one likes paying taxes to a foreign power.
Jeremiah 40:7-16 (Read) (NKJV) And when all the captains of the armies
who were in the fields, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon
had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in the land, and had
committed to him men, women, children, and the poorest of the land who had
not been carried away captive to Babylon, ...
Nehemiah did not believe the rumors about an assassination plot.
Solomon did and executed Joab and Shimei.
Because Gedaliah had been put on the throne by the king of Babylon, these
soldiers might have seen him as a treasonous puppet who was disloyal to the
nation and who therefore had to be eliminated along with his court.
Jeremiah 40:12 (NKJV) then all the Jews returned out of all places where
they had been driven, and came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah,
and gathered wine and summer fruit in abundance.
These poor could pick the best houses and fields. They could have had years
of peace.
Jeremiah 41:1-18 Read
Jeremiah 41:1-2 (NKJV) Now it came to pass in the seventh month that
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family and of
the officers of the king, came with ten men to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, at
Mizpah. And there they ate bread together in Mizpah. 2 Then Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah, and the ten men who were with him, arose and struck
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the sword, and killed
him whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land.

*Ecclesiastes 9:18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one
sinner destroyeth much good.

Seeking Divine Guidance

Jeremiah 42:1-3 (NKJV) Now all the captains of the forces,
Johanan the son of Kareah, Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the
people, from the least to the greatest, came near ?and said to
Jeremiah the prophet, “Please, let our petition be acceptable to you,
and pray for us to the Lord your God, for all this remnant (since we
are left but a few of many, as you can see), *that the Lord your God
may show us the way in which we should walk and the thing we
should do.”

1 Kings 13:6 (NKJV) Then the king answered and said to the man of
God, “Please entreat the favor of the Lord your God, and pray for
me, that my hand may be restored to me.” So the man of God
entreated the Lord, and the king’s hand was restored to him, and
became as before.

Jeremiah 37:3 (ESV) King Zedekiah sent Jehucal the son of
Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the priest, the son of Maaseiah, to
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “Please pray for us to the Lord our
God.”

Returning to Egypt

Numbers 14:3-4 (NKJV) Why has the Lord brought us to this land
to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become
victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” * So they
said to one another, “Let us select a leader and return to Egypt.”
*Nehemiah 9:17 They refused to obey and were not mindful of the
wonders that you performed among them, but they stiffened their neck
and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt.

Exodus 16:2-3 (NKJV) Then the whole congregation of the children
of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.

% And the children of Israel said to them, “Oh, that we had died by the
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat
and when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out into
this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

1 Corinthians 10:5-13 (NKJV) But with most of them God was not
well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. ® Now
these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not
lust after evil things as they also lusted. And do not become idolaters
as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat
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and drink, and rose up to play.” Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as
some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; *nor let us
tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by
serpents; nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were
destroyed by the destroyer. Now all these things happened to them as
examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of
the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall. No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are
able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may
be able to bear it.

Taken Into Exile

Jeremiah 43:8-13 (NKJV) Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah in
Tahpanhes, saying, ° “Take large stones in your hand, and hide them in the
sight of the men of Judabh, in the clay in the brick courtyard which is at the
entrance to Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes; *° and say to them, ‘Thus says
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will send and bring
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will set his throne
above these stones that | have hidden. And he will spread his royal pavilion
over them. ** When he comes, he shall strike the land of Egypt and deliver to
death those appointed for death, and to captivity those appointed for
captivity, and to the sword those appointed for the sword. **1 will kindle a
fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt, and he shall burn them and carry
them away captive. And he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a
shepherd puts on his garment, and he shall go out from there in peace. ** He
shall also break the sacred pillars of Beth Shemesh that are in the land of
Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians he shall burn with
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Open Defiance

Jeremiah 44:7-8 (NKJV) “Now therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of
hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Why do you commit this great evil against
yourselves, to cut off from you man and woman, child and infant, out of
Judah, leaving none to remain, in that you provoke Me to wrath with the
works of your hands, burning incense to other gods in the land of Egypt
where you have gone to dwell, that you may cut yourselves off and be a
curse and a reproach among all the nations of the earth?

*Jer 7:18 The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the
women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to

pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger.

Cakes - Probably very similar to those offered at Athens to Artemis.
2 Kings 23:5 (NKJV) Then he (Josiah) removed the idolatrous priests
whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense on the high
places in the cities of Judah and in the places all around Jerusalem,
and those who burned incense to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the
constellations, and to all the host of heaven.

Jeremiah 44:16-19 (NKJV) “As for the word that you have spoken
to us in the name of the Lord, we will not listen to you! *” But we will
certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouth, to burn incense
to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we have
done, we and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For then we had plenty of food,
were well-off, and saw no trouble. *® But since we stopped burning
incense to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her,
we have lacked everything and have been consumed by the sword and
by famine.” *° The women also said, “And when we burned incense to
the queen of heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, did we
make cakes for her, to worship her, and pour out drink offerings to
her without our husbands’ permission?”



