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 Rebellion and Redemption  
#9 - The Great Controversy and the Early Church 

  
Acts 1:6–8, 2:5–12, Gen. 11: 1–9, Acts 4:1–30, 7:54, 10:12–29. 

Memory Verse - Hand out Scriptures to read   

Acts 4:13 (NKJV)  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 

and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 

marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.   

 

The Beginning of a New Beginning 

Acts 1:3 (NKJV)  to whom He also presented Himself alive after His 

suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days 

and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.  

Luke 24:44–45 (NKJV)  Then He said to them, “These are the words which 

I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled 

which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 

concerning Me.” 45 And He opened their understanding, that they might 

comprehend the Scriptures.  

1 Corinthians 15:3–8 (NKJV)  For I delivered to you first of all that which 

I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to 

the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After 

that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater 

part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was 

seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me 

also, as by one born out of due time.  

Acts 1:4–5 (NKJV) And being assembled together with them, He 

commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise 

of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly 

baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 

days from now.”  

*Luke 24:49 (NKJV)  “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; 

but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on 

high.”  

Acts 1:6–8 (NKJV)  Therefore, when they had come together, they asked 

Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the 

Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

*Luke 24:47–48 (NKJV)  and that repentance and remission of sins 

should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem.  And you are witnesses of these things.  

 

Pentecost 
Acts 2:2–3 (NKJV)  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, 

as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they 

were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, 

and one sat upon each of them.  

Matthew 3:11 (NKJV)  I indeed baptize you with water unto 

repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 

sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire.  

Numbers 11:24–25 (NKJV)  So Moses went out and told the people 

the words of the Lord, and he gathered the seventy men of the elders 

of the people and placed them around the tabernacle. 25 Then the Lord 

came down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that 

was upon him, and placed the same upon the seventy elders; and it 

happened, when the Spirit rested upon them, that they prophesied, 

although they never did so again.  

2 Kings 2:15 Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho 

saw him opposite them, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on 

Elisha.”  

*Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were 

astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.  

Romans 8:9 (NKJV)  Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of 

Christ, he is not His.  

 

Genesis 11:1–9 Tower Of Babel 

Genesis 11:7–9 (NKJV)  Come, let Us go down and there confuse 

their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 
8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all 

the earth, and they ceased building the city. 9 Therefore its name is 

called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the 

earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face 

of all the earth.  

Revelation 18:2 (NKJV) And he cried mightily with a loud voice, 

saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a 

dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage 

for every unclean and hated bird!   Vs 4 Come out of her my people. 
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Facing the Sadducees 

Acts 3:11–16 (NKJV)  Now as the lame man who was healed held on to 

Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is 

called Solomon’s, greatly amazed. 12 So when Peter saw it, he responded to 

the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so 

intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this 

man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our 

fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in 

the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 14 But you 

denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to 

you, 15 and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of 

which we are witnesses. 16 And His name, through faith in His name, has 

made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes 

through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.  

Acts 4:1–4 (NKJV)  Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain 

of the temple, and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 being greatly disturbed 

that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the 

dead. 3 And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next 

day, for it was already evening. 4 However, many of those who heard the 

word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand.  

“The priests and rulers saw that Christ was extolled above them. As the 

Sadducees, who did not believe in a resurrection, heard the apostles 

declaring that Christ had risen from the dead, they were enraged, realizing 

that if the apostles were allowed to preach a risen Saviour, and to work 

miracles in His name, the doctrine that there would be no resurrection would 

be rejected by all, and the sect of the Sadducees would soon become 

extinct.”— AA, p. 78. 

The Stoning of Stephen 

Acts 6:10–15 (NKJV)  And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the 

Spirit by which he spoke. 11 Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have 

heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And they 

stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, 

seized him, and brought him to the council. 13 They also set up false 

witnesses who said, “This man does not cease to speak blasphemous words 

against this holy place and the law; 14 for we have heard him say that this 

Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which 

Moses delivered to us.” 15 And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly 

at him, saw his face as the face of an angel.  

 

 

Changing Attitudes 

What was Peter’s reaction when he was told to eat “unclean” food, 

and what did the vision mean? Acts 10:12–29. 

*Acts 10:28 (NKJV)  Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful 

it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another 

nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man 

common or unclean.  

Acts 10:34–35 (NKJV)  Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In 

truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation 

whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.  

 


