INSIDE REPORT
SUMMER 2021 N

»




/

JPBMQ.REEY

Beqins Friday,
October 15

with Doug Batchelor

Broadcast LIVE from
the new W.0.R.D. Center

October 15 - November 13, 2021
1:00-8:30pm PT



THE PRESIDENT'S
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uring a deeply troubling time for him and

his kingdom, King David wrote, “Save me,

0 God! For the waters have come up to
my neck. ... | have come into deep waters, where
the floods overflow me” (Psalm 69:1, 2). After the
devastation caused by the lingering COVID pandemic,
social unrest, and global economic crises, so many
troubled hearts are likewise drowning in despair.

People can't help but anxiously wonder what

catastrophe might next erupt to shatter our already
fragmented, sin-saturated planet.

October 15, we'll begin broadcasting a 26-part
evangelistic series called Panorama of Prophecy:
A Bible Study Spectacular. This timely series will
provide an unobstructed view of prophecy and current
events while revealing how vital Bible truths (hellfire,
the Sabbath, health, the mark of the beast, the
millennium—just to name a few) provide powerful,
hope-filled answers.

By God's grace, this will be a live event with a full
audience—and it can also be seen around the world on

AFTV, 3ABN, Facebook, and YouTube.

Have you read the news about the
unprecedented spike in suicides,
violence, and addictions since 2020?
It's a fact that Satan’s solutions
for those searching for relief and
meaning will always lead to death.
Are we willing to toss them the
life jacket of Bible truth before it is
too late?
The Savior said, “The thief

But for this to be a successful
event, we need you. Would you or
your church be a crucial part of this
extraordinary opportunity to bring the
three angels’ messages to a world
in darkness? We may not have many
more opportunities to share every
aspect of this message openly, so
please prayerfully consider hosting

[Satan] does not come except to
steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they
may have life, and ... have it more abundantly” (John
10:10). Jesus is always the answer! His Word offers
lifesaving peace, power, and purpose that can give
people you care about the information they need to
make an informed decision for Christ.

That's why, after a year of lockdowns, Amazing

Facts is swinging open the doors to the new W.0.R.D.

Center—all for the cause of evangelism. Beginning

the event at your church. For more
information about how to participate
and get free access to resources, please visit
panoramaofprophecy.com today.

Never has the world been riper for hearing Bible
prophecy. The signs of the times are clear—and lost,
confused souls are searching now for something they
can cling to. Someday soon, probation will close. Let's
act while the doors of mercy are still open. Together,
let's lead searching souls into an eternal, joyful
relationship with God!
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me Ihe Mall Bag @ facebook.com/amazingfacts

© twitter.com/amazingfacts
youtube.com/user/amazingfacts

| am from Nigeria but have relocated to Edinburgh, Scotland. | always instagram.com/amazingfactsministry
enjoy listening to your messages, and | praise God for the way you explain (@ pinterest.com/afacts
the difficult Bible questions that people have. Many souls are being touched
by your messages here, and | would like to share a testimony with you. OUR WEBSITES
A 70-year-old woman born and raised Catholic listened to your amazingfacts.org
messages on YouTube, especially regarding the Sabbath. She followed your afbookstore.com
counsel to look for a church that followed the Bible. She walked into the afcoe.org

bibleuniverse.com
bibleprophecytruth.com
ghosttruth.com
helltruth.com
prophecyseminars.com
rapturetruth.com
sabbathtruth.com
timeline.biblehistory.com
truthaboutdeath.com
sabadobiblico.com

only Sabbath-keeping church in Edinburgh one Sabbath during the winter.
The Spirit of God touched one of the members, who recognized her as being
a visitor and engaged her in a discussion. She agreed to go through Bible
lessons and has expressed an interest in getting baptized. Praise the Lord!
This woman has not stopped listening to
; your messages, which she often
'P compares with the Bible study
that we have together
every week. | promised

— ' S that I. would get in universobiblico.com
— touch with Pastor Doug
to let him know that FREE BIBLE STUDIES
[ God has used him to To enroll in our free Bible School, visit
L ‘ bring one soul here amazingbiblestudies.com. Or to take the
@ in Edinburgh into His 27-lesson course by mail, send us your
kingdom! | pray that God name and address and specify that you
W|” cont|nue to use you for would like to begin the course.
His glory. Temitayo ONLINE BOOKSTORE
Visit afbookstore.com to discover all
the great Christian resources available
| am writing to you from Papua New Guinea. Our church has a ministry through Amazing Facts, including books,
for the deaf community, and we are reaching about 50 deaf people in the DVDs, and other products to help you
capital. Your video translation of the Revelation Now meetings is being in your walk with Christ and share the

spread out to this community. Thank you! Only in heaven will you see the good news with others.

results of your dedicated ministry. Maranatha! Nohelani

If Amazing Facts
has helped change your

AWM INSIDE REPORT Inside Report is a publication of life for Christ, please write us at
—_— \ VOL.39,NO.2 Amazing Facts International. Contributors testimonies@amazingfacts.org.
y . A to the ministry receive the Inside Report for a
. ear from the date of their most recent gift.
A Fact PRESIDENT y 9
mazing Facts
INTERN A?’ION AL Dout BATcHELOR Amazing Facts, a nonprofit ministry, shares . .
PO, Box 1058 MANAGING EDITOR WRITER the saving truths of Jesus Christ around the Sign u.p for our email
b _ ANTHONY LESTER Curris RITTENOUR — world through literature, radio, television, specials, The Facts
Roseville, CA 95678-8058 editor@amazingfacts.org CoPYEDITOR the nterne, public evangelism, and more. e-newsletter, and more at
916-434-3880 AssisTanT EDITOR LAURIE LYON For operation, we depend on the gifts and subscribe.amazingfacts.org!
amazinafacts.or MicHELLE Kiss prayers of caring Christians who believe
9 9 Agxﬁi‘%ﬁ{ﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁ” in our mission.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Inside Report 5 3Q 2021
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An Amazing Fact: A small spring that produces just one gallon of water a minute
(a steady stream about as round as your little finger) will produce 1,440 gallons a day.
That adds up to over 10,000 gallons a week. When used conservatively, that's enough
water to keep a household of four alive and clean, while also irrigating a small garden.
“It's amazing how much life and cleansing can come from such ausmall amount of water.
9

1%

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the
Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water” (John 7:37, 38).

a person will think more clea
decrease the risk of certain ca
Water fights for you too. A na
dissolve harmful bacteria, fungus, radlo
the like. Water helps to both bring to life a
It is, you might say, an all-in-one.
And it is, with good reason, used as a pote
the Bible. Let's take a look at how this illustration is
represent a vital step in the Christian life: baptism.

0t Chiist Dict forr Us

The Bible emphatically declares that we all sin (Romans

3:23). And our sin, individually and collectively, causes

immense destruction: “The whole head is sick, and the whole

heart faints. From the sole of the foot even to the head, there

is no soundness in it” (Isaiah 1:5, 6).
Who hasn’t done something that has caused harm?

Who hasn’t done something that weighs heavily on the

conscience? Tragically, the wrong that has been done cannot

be undone. And the Bible is clear that the consequence of

wrongdoing is as severe as it gets: “The wages of sin is

death” (Romans 6:23); “the soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel

18:20). There is nothing we can do to change this outcome.

No matter how hard we try or how much we scrub, we can

never free or cleanse ourselves from the stain of our sins. shall ... bear the image of the heavenly Man"” (1 Corinthians
But Jesus Christ can! 15:49). We will live that new life that Christ provided for and
He, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the manifested in us.

world” (John 1:29), became “sin for us, that we might After all, what good would it be if Christ paid His life

become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians for our sins, yet we then continued to be slaves to sin? That

5:21). He “who knew no sin” and “who committed no sin” wouldn't make sense. The apostle Paul reasoned, “Shall we
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continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How
shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?” (Romans 6:1, 2).

This is what Christ has done for us: He has paid our debt
and ensured that we never go back into debt. But notice
this—and this is crucial: Christ gifted this to you and me.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). And
as with any gift, we can choose to accept it—or toss it aside.
God always has and always will give us free will.

If the cross and the new covenant to change our hearts
are Christ's responses to our sin, what is our free-will
response to Christ?

Ouwr Regponse to Chirist

What happens when you understand what Christ has
done for you and what your sins have done to Him? It
changes you, doesn’t it? You experience gratitude, humility,
and an intense interest in the One who saved you. Who is
this Jesus who gave so much for me? Why would He do all
that for someone like me?

Once you begin to read the
Bible, the book that gives you the
answers to these questions, you
begin to realize that simply mailing
Jesus a “thank you” note doesn't
suffice. You realize that Jesus, the
Son of God, died for you because
He loves you, and He wants to
make you clean. He wants you
to have a new beginning. When
you want that for yourself, when
you want Christ to do that in you,
that's when you make the decision
to be baptized.

A baptism is similar to a
wedding ceremony. Once two
people who have been dating decide that they want to
commit the rest of their lives to each other, they'll get
married. The wedding ceremony is their official and public
declaration of commitment to one another. It is the start of
their covenant.

Likewise, when a person decides to get baptized, he is
making the decision to commit his life to Christ. In baptism,
he is officially declaring that he has begun a covenant with
Jesus and that he believes that Jesus can “create in [him]
a clean heart” (Psalm 51:10). The wedding day is the start
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of the bride and groom’s new life together; the day of a
person’s baptism is the start of that person’s life with Christ.

Some people point to the account of the thief on the
cross to support the idea that baptism isnt necessary to
become a Christian. But the only reason the thief wasn't
baptized was because he literally couldn’t come down from
the cross to get to a river. God is just and fair; He doesn't
expect us to do what we are unable to do. The problem is not
God; the problem is us. So why wouldn’t you want to make
your commitment to Christ official? Why wouldn't you want
to commemorate the most important decision of your life? It
would be like a criminal who has been pardoned in court but
refuses to have his handcuffs removed.

ng for the

Let's now delve into the time leading up to baptism.
What we're really talking about here is coming to the place
where we love Jesus: “We love Him because He first loved
us” (1 John 4:19). Being baptized for any reason other than
love for Christ is an injury to His
cause. Getting baptized because your
girlfriend won't marry you otherwise
is the same as getting married
just for her bank account. It's an
ulterior motive; and it's a sham—a
counterfeit act of love.

What happens when you start
to truly love Jesus? You begin to
develop a hatred for sin. You are
horrified at the pain your sins cause
the One you love, the suffering your
sins brought Him on the cross. It
causes you deep sorrow; you are
loath to sin anymore. This is true
repentance, and it leads to baptism:
“| ... baptize you with water unto
repentance,” said John the Baptist (Matthew 3:11).

Notice the order: First comes repentance, then baptism.
Some mistakenly think that it's the other way around, that
getting baptized gives one special powers to overcome sin.
That is a myth. The baptismal pool is not a holy grail; it's
water—regular H,0—not a guarantee of salvation. What if a
guy said to his girlfriend, “If we just got married, | think | could
stop dating those other women"? Or what if a girl said to her
boyfriend, “If we just got married, then I'd love you"? Who
would accept those proposals? Real love must come first.



51 Baptism does
oes.

Jesus

arrd? You fall in love
with you. How do you fall
ow the character of the other
ogether, learning his or her likes

1s much the same way. How do we get
he book that tells you about Him: the Bible.
elieves, what He taught while on this earth.

is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
, ... for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

s was commissioned by Christ just before He ascended to
eaven; Jesus' last words should be our first priority:

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
u're baptized, it Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all

ain. Furthermore, the things that | have commanded you (Matthew 28:19, 20).
ouldn't get baptized until

perfect. Does a baby learning to walk A person is first taught and is then baptized as a result of
fall? Do newlyweds never have another ~ what he has learned. What you're being taught is the blueprint
arg ment7 A person goes into baptism with a measure of this new life with Christ.
of faith, “for if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted Now, this doesn’t mean that a person needs to know
according to what one has, and not according to what he every little thing in the Bible before he can be baptized. Does
does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12). Baptism is not the a person know every little thing about his or her future spouse

solution to your sin problem; it is the declaration that you ,
(Continued on page 16.)
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ith a bright, shiny smile and joy in her voice,

oanne Carlson stepped into the Amazing Facts Bible
School ready to serve as a volunteer. Enthusiasm
and dedication exuded from her whole being!
After completing her first day with us, Joanne was
determined to recruit others to volunteer their time
to help in the Lord's work. By the end of her first few
weeks with us, she'd already handed in five volunteer
applications to our human resources team. But Joanne
was not about to stop there. She asked about work
that she could do from home, and each Monday, we
began to send her off with Study Guides to fill with
inserts. She also removes staples from resources before
they are mailed to inmates across the USA. With help
from her friends, everything she takes away, she brings
back the next week—every item prepared to win souls
for Jesus. Joanne not only does her work joyfully, but
she is also bringing others into the joy of the Lord. We
are amazed at how she looks forward each week to
her long drive to Granite Bay to spend time assisting
us. How great is our God, for He knows that we rely
greatly on all our volunteers to keep the lessons
moving from Bible School to students around the
world. Joanne, like each volunteer at the Bible School,
is a blessing from God—and we are thankful!
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Broadcast Schedule

Amazing Facts with Doug Batchelor (rimes marked in black)
Sabbath School STUdV Hour (times marked in blue)

B

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY [ THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
AFM_ 4:00 am PT 12:00 am PT | 3:00 am PT 12:00 mPT [ 4:00amPT | 2:00mmPT | 2:00 amPT
11030 PT | 6:00mPT | 11:00AMPT | 8:00aMPT | 2:00pmPT | 5:30AMPT | 5:00 aMPT
12:00 M PT | 3:00 pm PT 12:00 M PT | 4:00 pw PT 5:30pm PT 7:00 mPT  [9:30amPT
10:30 M PT | 6:00 Pm PT 11:00 PM PT | 8:00 pm PT 2:00pm PT 10:00 am PT
5:00 pm PT 4:00 pm PT
7:00mPT | 9:30pPMPT
DAYST;'(R 6:00 pm ET
v 10:00 am PT 6:00 MM PT | 6:00amPT | 6:00 am PT
/'é% 7:00 pm PT 12:00 M PT | 12:30 pM PT
6:00 am ET/PT | 6:00 am ET/PT | 6:00 am ET/PT | 6:00 am ET/PT | 6:00 am ET/PT
5:00amCT | 5:00 am CT 5:00amCT | 5:00mCT | 5:00amCT
HISTORY 4:00 MMT | 4:00 am MT | 4:00 am MT | 4:00 am MT | 4:00 am MT
T 5:00 pm ET
IMPACT
HETWORE
8:00 am
/ (All Time Zones)
lifetime
SafeTV" 9:30 am (T 9:00 am CT 9:00,mCT | 5:00am (T
~
10:00 pm PT
\AHE{\ Lo 1 1:00pmET
S
@ 3ABN 10:00pmCT [ 9:00pm CT | 1:30PmCT | 5:00am CT | 12:00 pm CT
7200 o CT

WEB

Watch Bible programming you can
trust at AFTV.org. Streaming online
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, on
your computer, iPhone, iPad, and
more! You can even watch on ROKU!

BIBLE ANSWERS LIVE

Airs weekly on Sunday at 7:00 pm PT. A live call-in radio
program during which you can ask Pastor Doug any
Bible question and get a biblical answer in return. Call
1-800-GOD-SAYS during program hours to participate.
You can also watch live on AFTV!
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ma.zmg Facts

Billboard Evangelism

A small but passionate group in Ohio is promoting our
website bibleprophecytruth.com on well-traveled interstate
billboards. After much prayer, they were impressed to go
big, claiming God's promise in Isaiah 55:11. The result is a
dynamic display featuring Revelation 22:20 set against a
radiant, sunlit sky. Emblazoned above and below are the
Amazing Facts logo and website.

Beginning this summer, the 14-foot-by-48-foot billboard
will be up for an entire year along various major highways
and other roads, starting eastbound on Interstate 71. More
than 303,000 commuters per week are projected to set eyes
on it. “Our focus,” writes group member Heidi, “was to get

.. the most people possible [to] go to the Amazing Facts
website and find the many beautiful truths that we hold so
dear.” Interested in billboard evangelism in your area? We offer
several free billboard designs at amazingfacts.org/billboards.

S«S’Hnday-u
Sabbam

- Day? Sabbath

Public Evangelism Team Update

While pandemic restrictions have been eased, it's still
a struggle for our evangelists to schedule seminars. Please
pray that God opens the doors to live evangelism quickly,
that seekers may discover the last-day message through the
power of prophecy seminars. Visit prophecyseminars.com for
more information and for updated schedules. We hope to
include our evangelist page in the next issue!
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China Ministry

Through your loving support,
Amazing Facts’ global outreach
continues to make a staggering
impact on people in China. In the first
quarter of 2021, we received nearly 2.4 million page
views across our Chinese-language websites—and 73
percent of our visitors were new.

Nearly 15,000 enrolled in our Bible School, and our
team responded to 3,749 Bible questions through social
media. Mr. Yu writes, “| went to your website and watched
almost all of Pastor Doug's sermons. | had never heard
anyone explain the Scriptures in such detail before. It was
very enlightening! | realized that | had to leave Babylon.”
Also, a friendly pastor in China has reported that at least
three Christian home groups have started keeping the
Sabbath after discovering our resources online. Amen!

AFCOE Wins

Souls in Africa
AFCOE Africa is
privileged to have a part in
fulfilling God's command
to equip Bible workers. Due
to COVID lockdowns, only
20 individuals were able b
to complete the Bible and -
outreach training in early 2021—Dbut low numbers were made
up for by an unconquerable passion for the gospel. During
outreach, students conducted 230 Bible lessons, changing
countless lives for eternity. Prossie, a student from Uganda,
says, “When | met my friends who had been through AFCOE
Africa, they acted differently. They had a sense of urgency
about soul-winning. | decided to come for myself, and the Lord
has woken me up.” Prossie is putting her newfound faith into
action by preaching our prophetic truths and equipping newly
baptized church members.

-



“Brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good
reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom
we may appoint over this business” (Acts 6:3). The men
who baptized in Bible times had been commissioned
by God and were given authority—the prophets, the apostles,
John the Baptist, and Philip the evangelist and deacon, for
example. The Bible seems to establish this as a precedent.

When the apostles set up the office of deacon, they chose
men who were “of good reputation” and “full of the Holy Spirit.”
These men were then “set before the apostles,” who prayed and
laid hands on them (v. 6). When Philip baptized the Ethiopian
eunuch (8:26-39), we don’t know if he was still a deacon or
if he had been promoted, but we do
know that there is no Bible record of
laypeople baptizing one another.

Let me tell you why | think that is.
If all my church members believed they
could baptize whomever they felt led
to baptize, without any kind of clearing
process, some would eventually bring
people into the church who had not
been carefully taught. Jesus said, “Go
therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that |
have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19, 20, my emphasis).

I'm not saying that God will not honor a private baptism
when no pastor is present. There have been Christians in
communist countries who accepted Jesus and then baptized each
other. But they were operating under extreme circumstances.
Insofar as possible, baptism, like a marriage, should be a public
declaration of our covenant to follow Christ administered by
an authorized person. If you have Bible-teaching churches in
your community that teach and practice baptism, why wouldn't
you want to participate in a public baptism sanctioned by the
authority Christ invested in His church?

Tune in to Bible Answers Live, Amazing Facts’
live, nationwide call-in radio program, and
listen to Pastor Doug give biblical, straightforward
answers to difficult Bible questions. To get times
and stations in your area or to listen to answers
online, visit amazingfacts.org.

“Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for
the dead, if the dead do not rise at all? Why then are
they baptized for the dead?” (1 Corinthians 15:29).
This passage, written by the apostle Paul, might make
it sound as if a person can be vicariously baptized on behalf
of their dead relatives and, thereby, secure salvation for them.

Before looking at the text, let me first be clear that
the Bible plainly teaches that salvation is an individual,
free-will decision. Jesus said, “He who believes and is
baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16). The apostle Peter
told the crowd, “Let every one of you be baptized” (Acts
2:38, my emphasis). King David
wrote, “None of them can by any
means redeem his brother” (Psalm
49:7). You cannot be saved by
proxy. Furthermore, once a person
dies, their status of salvation is
permanently fixed (Ecclesiastes
9:5, 6). "It is appointed for men
to die once, but after this the
judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).

So what does this verse
actually mean? The best answer seems to be a case of
bad punctuation. Keep in mind, the original Greek had no
punctuation, so translators needed to supply that based on
what they believed the verse was saying.

The context of the chapter is Paul’s response to the
Corinthians’ doubt of the resurrection. Now, let's look at the
verse again with better punctuation: “Otherwise, what will
they do who are baptized? For the dead, if the dead do not
rise at all, why then are they baptized? For the dead?” Paul
is asking, “If you don’t believe the dead will be resurrected,
then why bother being baptized? Are you doing it for the
dead?” He's being rhetorical, not encouraging people to be
baptized for dead loved ones.
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The Fall & Rise of Jerusalem

Ellen White. In response to culture’s deep
fascination with Israel, Amazing Facts created this
brand-new edition of The Great Controversy to help
seekers uncover the Bible’s mysterious symbols
and make plain what

G ,
A God’s Word really says,
The Bible Truth About Hell: Cav,ﬁﬁ:ﬂ,ﬁﬁf’ tracing the physical

Separating the Facts from the Fables - and spiritual fall of

Amazing Facts. 1s hell a real place ... or just a metaphor? Jerusalem—and what

! . : ! : will soon come to pass
Are sinners tortured in hellfire for eternity? Is the devil there in these last days.

in charge of it all? These questions and many more BK-AFGC ... $9.95*
are answered in this powerful, brand-new sharing Bulk pricing as low as
magazine. Bring biblical understanding and lasting $1.15 each!

peace to all your friends and family! Amazmg Sanctuary: Preparatlon for

BK-BTH ... $2.95 , the Most Holy Place Experience

Bulk pricing as low as $110 each! Amazing Facts. This inspiring, thought-provoking
13-week lesson book guides you on an extraordinary

Revelatio_n Now! journey through God’s holy temple. Features in-
Everything Is About ___ (epth Bible studes,

to Change DVD Set . e tons of Scriptures, and
Amazing Facts. Join Doug Batchelor ISR ERETRRN"  discussion questions.
I for this epic Bible prophecy series | | Makes a perfect resource
and get clear, trustworthy answers to for personal devotions,
your most pressing questions about AMAZING Sabbath School, or your
life, prophecy, and the last days. You'll SANCTUARY  suisRem)
receive life-changing insight into what iy BK-AS ... $10.95*
the future will soon bring—and the
practical tools you need to thrive!

DV-RNSET ... $49.95 *Bulk pricing available. Call or visit our website!

AMAZING EACTS  AREO

I ——— 8C

STORE.COM
538-7275
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» AMAZING SALE!

Amazing Treasures of Faith Box Sets
Amazing Facts. Spark Spirit-led transformation in hearts of all ages with these faith-
themed box sets from Amazing Facts! Perfect for devotions, family time, or as gifts,

these special-value sets contain fascinating resources packed with
Bible truth to strengthen faith and inspire a ;-
. . : i TRUMPHANT
deeper relationship with Jesus. ;

i

Pastor Doug’s Faith Box Treasures of Faith Box
Includes Volumes 1, 2, &3 of The All-New Book of Amazing Facts, Includes Heroes of Faith DVD set, Foundations of
Volumes 18& 2 of The Best of Bible Answers Live, Journey Through the  Faith DVD and lesson set, and Triumphant Truth:
Holy Lana DVD, and The New Heart: A 10-Part Revival Series DVD set. A Daily Devotional (hardcover).

MS-PDFB ... 316465 NOW $49.95 MS-TFB ... 333-86C NOW $49.95

T e N\

D - Faith Box for Women
Amazing Kids Faith Box Includes Women in the Word: A 31-day Devotional, Food for the Day:
Includes Amazing Adventure DVD and lesson set, Recipe & Scripture Cards, Words of Faith DVD with special messages
NKJV Adventure Bible, and Footsteps: A Closer from Karen and Doug Batchelor, and From Stress to Joy and
Walk with Jesus (Steps to Christ). Assurance: Justification Made Simple pocket books.
MS-AKFB ... 39430 NOW $59.95 MS-FBW .. 324<95_ NOW $8.74

Shipping Information: Please add 15% of sales value or $5.50 (whichever is higher) for shipping & handling.
(alifornia residents, please add 7.25% sales tax. For orders shipped outside the U.S. and Canada, add 25% or $10 (whichever is

higher) for foreign postage. Some items may require additional shipping costs and delivery time due to weight.
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things, the fundame
character of that future spouse

And it's not as though the lear
wedding. In fact, it is during the marriage—that
wedding—when a husband and wife really get to knc
another. So, being ready for baptism has nothing to do
the amount of knowledge you have; you're not being grad
on an exam. You're ready for baptism when you believe i
the One about whom you've been learning, “if you believe
with all your heart .... that Jesus Christ is the Son of Gc
(Acts 8:37).

On the other hand, not knowing anything is a co
You've heard of those weddings that happen right a
couple has met. Those
marriages usually end
as quickly as they begin.
And | want to stress the
“knowing.” A person
should be aware of who
they are committing
to and be capable of
making the commitment.

In light of this, is it
appropriate to baptize
a baby? A baby has
not yet developed the
maturity to choose or
even acknowledge such
a commitment. We
would be horrified if a woman were dressed and
dragged to the altar against her will. Why not the
same reaction with a baby being baptized?

What the Bible recounts concerning infants is not
baptism but dedication. In infant dedication, it is the
parents—not the baby—who make a commitment

to the Lord. They are promising to do their utmost to ) 0 :
raise their child as a Christian. When Jesus was a baby, He (Matthew 3:16). And again, in the Gospel of Mark, Jesus is

was dedicated by His parents at the temple in Jerusalem depicted as _"comin_g up from the v_vater" L 0).Whe!’1 A
»according to the law of the Lord” (Luke 2:39). Infant the ev«:mgellst baptized the Ethiopian treasurer, they “went
baptism, though it might be common in some churches, is down into the water, and .... came up out of th_e water” (Acts
not sanctioned by God. 8:38, 39). The method symbolizes our death: Being lowered

The Bible is an open book: e are to go into our beneath the water represents the burial of your old life, just

commitment with Christ with both eyes open. After all, what as a body is buried under the ground after a person dies.

you know matters. If you've been taught misconceptions b I.n(liee(:],_ r;“_’ bda[:;uzed come"s df_rom (’;he"Gret’elk vl\;ord 5
about Jesus, then you don't really know what He's like. If you P LiZ0, W 1S

were to get baptized based on those teachings, then you'd In ancient Greek literature, the word was used to explain the
be committing yourself to something of which you were not process of dyeing cloth by dunking it—baptizing it—into
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. /ats ) Lamb”? (Revelation 7:14). Notice that both the blood and

the water are used to cleanse; Jesus provides the blood; you
decide if you want to use it.
When Paul wrote about the deliverance of the children
srael from Egypt, he described their crossing of the Red
ike so: “All our fathers ... passed through the sea, all

TR

ses ... in the sea” (1 Corinthians
of Israel had just carried out the first
g the lamb’s blood upon their doorposts,
on of Christ's blood as the agent of salvation
7, 13). Then, they crossed through the Red Sea,
ptized” by those waters of blood (14:21, 22).
These two acts are symbolized by two objects in the
courtyard of the earthly sanctuary: The altar of sacrifice
points to Christ's blood spilt at His sacrifice; the laver points

ul 1o Vol
rnal life, then

el mbol ' : o m___f"_'__-'
es you -
e disciple '
ias told Paul, . \

‘Arise and be baptized, \
and wash away your , lk
sins” (22:16). Are ) )
not the people of ‘
God those who have
"washed their robes \

and made them white
in the blood of the
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to our cleansing through baptism—the blood and the water When yo
together. At Christ's death, when “one of the soldiers pierced the water, it"
His side with a spear, ... immediately blood and water came  start of your
out” (John 19:34). Indeed, ev
Look at the beautiful symbolism God provides througha  whichy
baby growing in the womb. There are two main elements used  Chris
by the body to both protect and nourish the baby before birth: ~ 1°
water and blood. The baby develops in a pouch of water; and
a special organ, the placenta, is created during pregnancy
purify the mother’s blood before transferring it to the b
Basically, the water and the blood keep the bad st
let the good stuff in. Working in their prope
order, they are necessary for the baby to be
born. And it's the same with the birth'6} 1
your new spiritual life with Christ: T?.r
blood of the Lamb and the watery &
grave are needed in order to be' f
born again. .

Christ was not left in the
tomb, and neither are we: ‘
“Buried with [Christ] in baptism,
... you also were raised with Him
through faith in the working of T, i :
God, who raised Him from the dead” e y
(Colossians 2:12). Just as Christ was . *\‘ : g .
resurrected, so are we brought up outof { = S the Hol

the water, “born again” (John 3:3). Baptist that it is Jesus v
Jesus made clear to Nicodemus, “Unless one is born Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11). Inde Sus’ ow

of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of water baptism, the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, came
God" (v. 5). Who is this Spirit? The Holy Spirit, the other part  upon Him (v. 16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22; John 1:32), fulfilling
of Jesus’ gift to us: “Repent, and let every one of you be this prophecy: “Upon whom you see the Spirit descending,

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy

and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  Spirit” (v. 33).

The Holy Spirit is how Christ lives out His life within us: “We The children of Israel were baptized not only in the Red
.. are ... transformed into ... [Christ's] image from glory to  Sea; Paul states that they also “all were baptized into Moses

glory ... by the Spirit of the Lord"” (2 Corinthians 3:18), “for  in the cloud” (1 Corinthians 10:2). What was this cloud? It

as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on was the Holy Spirit:
Christ” (Galatians 3:27).

Did you know that in the original Hebrew, “spirit” and And the Lorp went before them by day in a pillar of
“breath” are equated? Job 33:4 declares, “The Spirit of God cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to
has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” give them light, so as to go by day and night. He did
Again, when He created the first man, Adam, “the Lorp God not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of
... breathed into his nostrils the breath of life” (Genesis 2:7). fire by night from before the people (Exodus 13:21, 22).
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YRV rrr 1&‘;4; y 73 -
P - ar, “If anyone thirsts,
7:37). Baptism is your
ain of water springing
of us has been offered
rescue us from our burial

“

im through baptism into
raised from the dead by
so we also should walk in
6:4).

the road. The Bible says that
>salm 16:11, my emphasis). That
point and an ending point. You
arly gates once you've discovered
e cross for your salvation. You've simply
g line.
g to wash away your sins. Baptism is your
ou want Him to. Would you like to be born again?
eves and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16). ==

s it
at “the
at then existed
ished, being flooded
with water” (v. 6), and
orld is “reserved for fire until the day of
udog (v. 7). After that, God will “create new heavens
and a new earth” (Isaiah 65:17), “for the first heaven and
the first earth [will have] passed away” (Revelation 21:1).
Is it not fire that purifies? Is it not the furnace that
refines, burning away all impurities until only the pure gold

1 https://www.businessinsider.com/longest-survival-
records-water-food-sleep-breathing-2016-5
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JOIN OUR

HE

OF FAIT

D uring World War |1, desiring to serve his country
but unwilling to take human life, Desmond Doss

joined the military as a conscientious objector. He was

a faithful Sabbath-
keeper who trusted
in God's Word,
which often led to
harassment by his
fellow soldiers and
even his commanders.
Eventually, Doss
became a medic,
refusing to ever carry
a weapon. Then, in
May 1945, while
Doss' battalion was
attempting to take
a heavily defended escarpment, 75 U.S. soldiers were
gravely wounded. Without cover and under intense enemy
fire, Doss singlehandedly saved every one of those men.
He put his life in God’s hands and emerged from that
battle miraculously uninjured, touching the hearts of his
fellow soldiers for life.
For his deeds that day, as well as many other selfless
acts of faith, Corporal Doss received the Medal of Honor.

*kkk*
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Today, you also can be a hero of faith by saving souls
wounded by Satan’s spiritual attacks. In fact, one member
of our Heroes of Faith Legacy Circle is doing just that.
Through her trust, Manjeet has dedicated her house to
God's work. She met with the Amazing Facts estate and
gift planning department to make a significant gift to the
ministry through her estate plan. “The Lord has blessed
me and led me to the house | live in,” she says. “It is His,
and when | die, it's going back to Him."

When asked why she chose Amazing Facts, Manjeet
shares, “While you're still alive, make the decision to leave
things in the hands of those you trust. | have no doubts
that Amazing Facts will do exactly what | have requested.
| have peace of mind that when I'm gone, they will ensure
that my legacy will live on through the evangelistic work
of the ministry.”

When you put your trust in God, like Doss and
Manijeet did, He will use your efforts to bring a bountiful
harvest into His kingdom. Doss saved 75 lives in a
single day, but how many more have been led to Jesus
over the years through his testimony? Your gift, while
perhaps having little to no financial impact on you today,
will likewise be multiplied by God for the salvation of
countless souls. Your labor of a lifetime ensures that the
evangelistic standard will continue to be borne aloft in
the final days of this spiritual war.

Become a hero of faith when you remember Amazing
Facts International in your will or trust. To find out how
you can join the Heroes of Faith Legacy Circle, call our
estate and gift planning team at 800-436-2695 or email
us at mylegacy@amazingfacts.org.



disorders, such as rheumatoid arthritis,
multiple sclerosis, and lupus.z Of all nuts,

id you know that during the
18th and 19th centuries, chestnuts and

pecans were used as currency in some rural parts of walnuts score highest in omega-3s, racking up
the United States? There were even circumstances in some 2,500 mg in a one-ounce serving.
which people in Appalachia paid their property taxes Indeed, of commonly available nuts, walnuts hold champion
with nuts. status. Some of the components of walnuts can reduce

If you're a nut lover, that may not seem too inflammation in the body and defend against the harmful
surprising. Throughout history, nuts and seeds have been  free radicals and oxidation that can wreak havoc on our cells.
valuable food sources. Often prized for their exquisite Walnuts can even give our brains a boost! Studies suggest
taste and treasured for their health benefits, that eating walnuts as part of a healthy diet can

they're neat little packets of energy and
nutrition that are easy to transport and
store. They're even mentioned in the
0Old Testament.

For instance, in Genesis 43, Jacob
had his sons take pistachio nuts and
almonds as a gift for Joseph in Egypt.
And in 2 Samuel 17, we read about a
donation of food presented to David that
included “parched seeds” (v. 28).

Sadly, most people today don’t include

improves cognitive function as we age and
may even help reduce the risk—or slow the
progression—of Alzheimer’s disease and
other brain disorders.?

Amazingly, nuts and seeds even have
the potential to help with weight loss.
When consumed in small quantities, their
rich nutrients can help to satisfy cravings,

diverting us from less-healthy munching.*
Despite their potential advantages, it's
important to eat nuts and seeds in moderation.

-

enough (if any) nuts and seeds in their diet. With their delicious flavors and satisfying crunch, it's

Due to extensive research, we now understand that easy to get carried away! Nuts and seeds in their raw form

the proper use of nuts and seeds can enhance our are healthiest. If you eat them roasted, choose an unsalted, dry-

health in a variety of ways. Large, long-term studies have  roasted type without additional oils for best results; loading up

demonstrated that regularly consuming them tends to on salty, greasy, cooked nuts can counteract any benefit.

help people live longer, healthier lives.! What a gift God gave us in the nuts and seeds that were
Omega-3 fatty acids, found in abundance in some part of the original diet. Wonderful-tasting and loaded with

nuts and seeds (notably walnuts, chia seeds, and protein, healthy fats, antioxidants, and other nutrients to

flax seeds), also lower the risk of heart disease and optimize our well-being, they're something we can enjoy and

stroke and may even help suppress some autoimmune be thankful for every day. ——

'https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2013/11/eating-nuts-reduces-risk-of-death/
2https://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4030645/
Shttps://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7071526/
*https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170816181259.htm
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Witnessing Trip
by Shenalyn Page

was supposed to be just a simple girls’ getaway,
but God had much bigger plans.

The trip was Jeanina’s idea. She was struggling with
the isolation of new motherhood, a new hometown, and
the pandemic. So she contacted her friends Stephanie
and Kayla. “1 knew they would be up for an adventure,”
shares Jeanina, a school counselor in Florida.

Stephanie, a full-time mom of two in West Virginia,
and Kayla, a school counselor from Tennessee, agreed to
pray about the idea. They started a group chat and began
working on plans for a road trip from Portland to San
Francisco. “God totally opened the doors,” Jeanina says,
smiling. “Every time we nailed down another detail, we
were like, ‘This is really happening!"”

An Unexpected Idea

One day, they were discussing making plans for the
Sabbath. “I wish we could go to Granite Bay and meet
Pastor Doug,” Stephanie said. Amazing Facts had been a
big part of her reconversion as a young adult, and it has
continued to bless her family since. Kayla also appreciated
the work of Amazing Facts. Jeanina’s husband had even
attended AFCOE, and Pastor Doug’s sermons had filled a
spiritual gap during the pandemic when their local church
had been closed.

Fun-loving and creative, Jeanina said spontaneously,
“Let's make a cardboard cutout of Pastor Doug and take
him with us!”

The others loved her spur-of-the-moment idea.
Stephanie contacted friends who worked with Amazing
Facts to get a head-to-toe, high-resolution photograph
of Pastor Doug. Then she ordered a high-quality, full-size
cutout and had it sent to their first hotel.

Traveling with Pastor Doug

“From the moment we assembled the Pastor Doug
cutout and carried it out of our hotel room, God gave us
amazing interactions,” says Stephanie. “Everyone wanted
to know who he was and why we were doing what we
were doing. From hotel staff to hikers along our paths, we
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stopped and talked with countless people about Amazing
Facts and how Pastor Doug’s signature phrase is, Would
you like to hear an amazing fact? And we would follow
that up with some amazing fact of the place we were in
and tie it into a biblical conversation.”

Their first adventure with Pastor Doug's cutout was on
Sabbath at Crater Lake National Park in Oregon. Stephanie
carried it all the way up the mountain. “He got dropped
a couple of times, but overall, he handled the trip really
well,” Kayla says, laughing.

"It was such a special Sabbath blessing,” Stephanie
adds. “We had long conversations with seemingly everyone
we passed. And all we did was smile and say ‘hi." Others
were always the ones to start the conversations. We never
thought we'd have so many opportunities to share, so we
didn't take literature with us. But we could tell people were
making a point to remember Pastor Doug's name so they
could look him up later.”

Prayer for divine appointments became increasingly
important as the group traveled. “We had morning and
evening devotions together, and we prayed throughout
the day for God to lead us to people and that we would
inspire others to seek Him."



Pastor Doug's cutout
journeyed with the ladies along
the Pacific Coast, through the
Redwoods and San Francisco, and
finally flew home with Stephanie.
“Even on the airplane, people were asking
me what | had in that long, thin box,” she
shares. “God was working! Who asks people
what they have in their luggage?”

“We'll definitely be using Pastor Doug
again,” Stephanie adds. “My son is really
brave about talking to people.” Eight-year-old
Ashton watched the Revelation Now series
during the pandemic. “He loved how Pastor
Doug talked to people on the street about
their religious beliefs.”

Easy Witnessing

All three ladies came away from the trip with a
new appreciation of how simple it can be to share
their faith. “I realized that something as random and
simple as a cardboard cutout can open up spiritual
conversations,” explains Jeanina, “and that we need
to be intentional about what we're
saying. People would give us 10
to 20 minutes of their time. That's
really unusual today.”

“Doing evangelism is not within
my comfort zone at all,” says Kayla.
“But it was really neat to see how
open people are. It gave me some
encouragement that maybe doing
evangelism is not as scary as |
thought it was.”

“This was supposed to be
just a fun girls" trip, but | walked
away feeling like | have grown
spiritually,” says Stephanie. “God
just snuck in there and made it
about Him instead of us.”

What creative ideas has God
given you about how to share your
faith? We'd love to hear about them. If you need
more ideas or simple sharing tools, please visit the
Amazing Facts online store at afbookstore.com!
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- 'YOU Shine Like Stars
Y  Winning Souls for Christ!

Champions of Truth are
e Committed partners who play a winning role in

lﬁ

» x A
| 3’
N7
through generous monthly support

» - %
XY, _
. =) AL /.f
)P
AMPIONS®
. Spiritual warriors who pray regularly for the
ministry and for Christ’s truth to penetrate hearts
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the worldwide evangelism work of Amazing Facts
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( “Our world needs consistent B H
o Active defenders of the faith, equipped with
exclusive access to Amazing Facts magazines

books, and more that help them share their faith

Learn how yo can become a Champion!
=afchampions.org

valiant light-bearers for Jesus
As millions around the world
are held captive in sin and
darkness, you carry the light of
truth that can set them free.”

—Pastor Doug Batchelor




