
1ST QUARTER 
2 0 2 5

The

Exploring the Divine Mystery



Inside Report   2   1Q 2025

Watch on

afsummit.org

“The universe was spontaneously 
created out of nothing.” 

—Stephen Hawking

“In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth.” 

—Genesis 1:1

THIS SPECIAL, TWO-DAY EVENT BEGINS FRIDAY, MARCH 28 @ 7:00 PM PT

Hosted by the Granite Bay Hilltop Church, 6605 Sierra College Blvd., Granite Bay, CA

March 28 & 29, 2025

THE SPEAKERS

DOUG BATCHELOR
President, �Amazing Facts 

International

WALTER VEITH
Ph.D. in Zoology

CLIFFORD GOLDSTEIN
Author of God, Gödel, and Grace

RICH AGUILERA
President, One Mustard Seed

Come discover the remarkable evidence that science and faith aren’t at 
war—and that reveals a loving, all-powerful Creator that you can trust!
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ome say that the concept of the triune Godhead—
one God in three Persons—is a New Testament 
church invention. While in Pastor Doug’s feature 

article this month, he focuses on the Holy Spirit’s role 
in this divine mystery, mostly as it is revealed in the 
New Testament, you can actually find many 
wonderful “hints” of the Godhead in the 
Old Testament as well.

Genesis 1:26 is, perhaps, the most 
obvious example. Here, God refers to 
Himself in plural terms: “Let Us make man 
in Our image.” This phrasing points to the 
multiplicity of God while still affirming His 
singular nature. This is not a case of Moses’ 
accidental miswording, as Isaiah later affirms, “I heard 
the voice of the Lord, saying: ‘Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for Us?’” (6:8). Again, the language invites 
us to contemplate God’s plurality—opening the door to 
a distinct Father, a distinct Son, and a distinct Holy Spirit, 
all working together in one and as one.

S That leads us to our memory verse, where the speaker 
refers to “the Lord God,” “His Spirit,” and “Me.” Many 
scholars interpret this as a reference to the Father (the 
Lord God), the Holy Spirit (His Spirit), and the Son (the one 
speaking—understood to be the pre-incarnate Christ). The 

speaker identifies Himself as eternal, present 
“from the beginning,” and then makes it clear that 
He is sent by both the Father and the Spirit. This 
foreshadows the New Testament claim that Christ 
is the One sent by the Father, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit. (And let’s not forget Isaiah 9:6, which 
prophesies Jesus being called “Mighty God.”)

The presence of the Godhead in the Old 
Testament invites us to reflect deeply on the 

nature of God, and that’s exactly what Pastor Doug invites 
you to do in this issue of the Inside Report. God’s eternal 
unity reveals a Being who sees tremendous value in 
fellowship, relationship, and love—and a God who works 
to redeem humanity through the harmonious, self-sacrificial 
actions of His three distinct personalities. 

Come near to Me, hear this: I have not spoken in secret from the 
beginning; from the time that it was, I was there. And now the 

Lord God and His Spirit have sent Me (Isaiah 48:16).

Memorize:

Hide 
God’s

in Your
WordHeart
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Connect with Amazing Facts
The Intersection of  
Heaven and Earth

“Pastor Doug, we’re thankful 
beyond description for all the 
leadership and counsel you bring to 
the world through Amazing Facts. 
Through Scripture, you and your 
team bring to life the intersection 

of heaven and earth with clarity at this critical time in human 
history, giving us listeners a true understanding of the nature of 
Christ and the Father like never before. King Solomon summed it 
up perfectly in Ecclesiastes 12:13. I put my hand over my mouth 
and think, ‘No kidding—what more needs to be said?’ We pray 
for your health and ministry all the way to the end, to the point 
where we see Adam restored to his rightful place through the 
work of the King of kings and Lord of lords!” —Bryan S.

The Best Bible Study
“I write this testimony because Amazing Facts is just that—

amazing! I started reading your Bible studies when I accepted Jesus 
as my Savior. They helped me to search and learn the Bible and 
understand the plan that God forged for my salvation at the beginning 
of time. For me, it is the best Bible study ever printed, written such that 
any person, educated or not, can read and understand it. Although I 
go through trials every day, I thank God that Amazing Facts has taught 
me to be a better person. The hardest part of my walk is to learn, act, 
and realize that following Christ is a way of life. Nothing is easy, but it 
is a walk that I am glad to walk every day.” —Ernest P.

From the Mail Bag
FIND US ON

facebook.com/amazingfacts
x.com/amazingfacts
youtube.com/user/amazingfacts
instagram.com/amazingfactsministry
pinterest.com/afacts

OUR WEBSITES
amazingfacts.org
afbookstore.com
afcoe.org
amazingbiblestudies.com
bibleuniverse.com
bibleprophecytruth.com
ghosttruth.com
helltruth.com
prophecyseminars.com
rapturetruth.com
sabbathtruth.com
biblehistory.com
truthaboutdeath.com
sabadobiblico.com
universobiblico.com

FREE BIBLE STUDIES
To enroll in our free Bible School, visit 
amazingbiblestudies.com. Or to take the 
27-lesson course by mail, send us your 
name and address and specify that you 
would like to begin the course.

ONLINE BOOKSTORE
Visit afbookstore.com to discover all 
the great Christian resources available 
through Amazing Facts, including books, 
DVDs, and other products to help you in 
your walk with Christ and share the good 
news with others.
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Every minute of every day, the earth is struck by approximately 
6,000 lightning strikes. The average lightning bolt travels about 
30,000 times faster than a bullet and can reach 50,000 degrees 
Fahrenheit—hotter than the surface of the sun! However, it is a 

myth that lightning never strikes twice in the same 
place. For instance, the top of the Empire 
State Building averages over 20 hits per 
year. In like manner, the Bible predicts the 
Holy Spirit will come upon the church again 

in the last days with the same light and 
power as in the days of Pentecost.

henever I teach on the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit, I can get a little overwhelmed 

because the topic is so big. It’s infinite in 
scope! At the same time, I’m saddened and even 
burdened by the fact that so many churchgoing 
Christians are confused about the nature and role of 
this absolutely real—but admittedly mysterious—

person of the eternal Godhead.
To put it mildly, the Holy Spirit is under attack by 

self-identifying Christians like never before, and I don’t 
think this phenomenon is a mere coincidence considering 

our place in end-time events. In these last days, we’re 
going to need God’s Spirit to energize us like a lightning bolt 

from heaven, so it’s not surprising that the devil has chosen to 

Exploring the 
Divine Mystery

W

The

By Pastor Doug Batchelor
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sow confusion among the church about this subject. It’s 
important for us to take the time to dive into the Word of 
God and get to know the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit: A Who or a What?
Some teach that the Holy Spirit is a mere influence 

or force that comes from God, but Scripture portrays Him 
as having a distinct personality within the Godhead. I 
admit, sometimes in a sermon, you might even catch me 
sounding as though I’m speaking of the 
Holy Spirit like He’s some mystical 
energy floating in the air. But 
the Bible is clear that the Holy 
Spirit is a real being—a vital 
one, too, because He’s found 
throughout the entire book. 

In fact, you’ll find Him 
more than 500 times in 
Scripture. He’s mentioned in just 
the second verse of the Bible: “In 
the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. … And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters” (Genesis 1:1, 2). You also 
find Him in the last chapter of the Bible: “And the Spirit 
and the bride say, ‘Come!’” (Revelation 22:17). 

The Spirit is also not, as one might say, an “it” or a 
“thing”—He is a “He,” a being with His own identity, 
personality, and purpose. The Bible provides many clues 
to this unique personhood:

•	 Ephesians 4:30: “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption.” The Holy Spirit feels sorrow 
when believers act in ways contrary to God’s 
will. Can an unthinking force feel anything?

•	 Romans 15:30: “I beg you, brethren, through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the 
Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers 
to God for me.” The apostle Paul indicates here 
that the Holy Spirit possesses and expresses 
love—something an unthinking force cannot do.

•	 1 Corinthians 12:11: “But one and the same 
Spirit works all these things, distributing to each 
one individually as He wills.” The Holy Spirit has 
a unique will and makes decisions, revealing to 
us that He possesses His own agency. Of course, 
His agency aligns with the Father and Son!

Furthermore, in John 14:16, 17, Jesus calls the Holy 
Spirit “another Helper.” The word for “Helper” in the 
original Greek is parakletos, which means “one called 
alongside to help.” Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would 
“teach you all things” and “bring to your remembrance 
all things that I said to you” (John 14:26). Teaching and 
reminding imply an active intelligence.

The Holy Spirit and the Godhead
In Acts 5, Peter confronts Ananias for lying about the 

earnings received for selling property:

Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to 
the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of 
the land for yourself? … Why have you conceived 
this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men 
but to God (vv. 3, 4, my emphasis).

Do you see that Peter initially accuses Ananias of lying 
to the Holy Spirit? But then, in verse 4, Peter clarifies that 
by lying to the Holy Spirit, Ananias has lied to God. This 
shows that the early church considered lying to the Holy 
Spirit equivalent to lying to God the Father.

Does this mean there is more than one God? After all, 
Scripture says, 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength 
(Deuteronomy 6:4, 5).

Yes, Christians worship one God! Yet, before 
Deuteronomy, Genesis 1:26 says, “God said, ‘Let Us make 
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man in Our image’” (my emphasis). But how can you 
have one God in plural form?

Well, in Genesis 2:24, a man and a woman are said to 
cleave to one another in marriage and become one. Why 
one? It doesn’t mean they are sharing DNA; it means they 
are united in their purpose for life.

Interestingly, Jesus once prayed that the 12 apostles 
be “one” in the same way the three persons of the 
Godhead are one: “that they all may be one, as You, 
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be 
one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me” 
(John 17:21).

So when the Bible says there is one God, it’s not 
speaking of numerical quantity. Rather, it speaks to 
God’s unity. Many pagan religions have different gods, 
but for Christians, there is just one God, with three 
perfect personalities and unique roles, perfectly united 
in one—and all three are cooperating for our salvation. 
Consider further these telling passages:

1 John 5:7: “For there are three that bear 
witness in heaven: the Father, the Word [Jesus], 
and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.”

When Jesus said, “I and My Father are one,” 
religious leaders took up stones to kill Him for 
blasphemy, “Because You [Jesus], being a Man, make 
Yourself God” (John 10:30, 33). Here, John calls the 
Holy Spirit one with God and Christ, meaning the 
apostle believed that the Holy Spirit is God.

Matthew 3:16, 17: “When He had been baptized, 
Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from 
heaven, saying, ’This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.’”

Notice here that just after Christ was baptized, 
the Spirit of God descended and a voice from heaven 
sounded. That’s the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit acting 
independently of one another in one place and time but 
for the same purpose!

Jesus also believed the Holy Spirit was God because 
He lumps in the Holy Spirit with Himself and with God the 
Father: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).

What Does the Holy Spirit Do?
When Jesus walked the earth, He left footprints. The 

Holy Spirit doesn’t leave footprints.
That’s why when Jesus spoke about the Holy Spirit, 

He compared Him to the wind: “The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where 
it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is 
born of the Spirit” (John 3:8).
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(Continued on page 16.)

Do you believe there is wind? Even though 
you can’t see it, you can see its effect in the 
trees and feel it on your being. Can we see the 
Holy Spirit? No. Sometimes God does allow the 
Holy Spirit to appear in different forms to help us 
to understand Him better. When Jesus was baptized, 
the Holy Spirit took on the form of a dove. On the Day 
of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit appeared as tongues of fire. 
Is the Holy Spirit a tongue of fire or a wind? No. In these 
cases, the form the Holy Spirit took was a metaphor for 
His work in our lives. 

Whereas God the Son took on the form of a human 
and was restricted geographically to one place at a time, 
the amazing thing about the Holy Spirit is that He can be 
everywhere at one time. This is one reason why Jesus said, 
“It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 
away, the Helper [Holy Spirit] will not come to you; but if 
I depart, I will send Him to you” (John 16:7).

But you might now be wondering, what exactly does 
the Holy Spirit do?

He Helps Us Understand God’s Word. One 
of the primary roles of the Holy Spirit is to open 
our minds to understanding the Scripture—the 

most vital work in these last days. In fact, you cannot 
understand anything spiritual without the Holy Spirit! He 
is the One who takes the words of God and makes them 
spring up in our hearts.

John 6:63: “It is the 
Spirit who gives life; the 
flesh profits nothing. 
The words that I speak 
to you are spirit, and 
they are life.”

John 14:26: “But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father 
will send in My name, 
He will teach you all 
things, and bring to 
your remembrance all 
things that I said to you.”

In 1 Corinthians 2:10, Paul further explains, “God has 
revealed [truths] to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” Without 

the 
Holy Spirit, 
spiritual truths 
remain hidden. But with Him, the Bible becomes a living 
guide, providing direction, wisdom, and encouragement.

He Helps Us Pray. Many times, we may 
struggle with what to pray or even how to 
express our deepest concerns to God. Romans 

8:26 says, “The Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we 
do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered.” Do you see that? The Holy 
Spirit translates our emotions into prayers that align with 
God’s will, interceding on our behalf! Even when we can’t 
find the words, the Spirit is there praying through us and 
presenting our needs to the Father.

He Helps Us Obey. Obedience to God’s 
commands is only possible through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Jesus told His disciples, “If 

you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the 
Father, and He will give you another Helper” (John 14:15, 
16). This Helper is the Holy Spirit, who empowers us to 
follow God’s laws, including honoring His true Sabbath day 
when doing so isn’t popular, and live according to His will.

The apostle Paul also emphasizes in Romans 8:13, 
“For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if 
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 
will live.” The Spirit enables us to overcome our sinful 
tendencies and to walk in the newness of His life. Without 
Him, we would be unable to resist temptation or make 
lasting changes. With Him, we find the strength to live in 
a way that genuinely honors God.

He Provides Comfort and Peace. The Holy 
Spirit is called the Comforter, a title Jesus 
ascribed to Him in John 14:16–18 when He 

1

2

3

4
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Doug Batchelor took the reins at 
Amazing Facts—and for the past three decades, God has 
blessed his down-to-earth leadership and bold preaching. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the ministry has grown 
exponentially and tens of thousands have been baptized.

Says Pastor Doug, “Over these past 30 years, I’ve seen 
God expand this ministry’s outreach in such amazing ways. 
It boggles my mind! We’re training people to share the 
gospel, printing literature, producing 
TV and radio broadcasts, and doing 
public evangelism. We are doing 
everything we can to help as many 
people as possible meet Jesus before 
He comes back.”

A 30-Year Adventure
Pastor Doug hadn’t planned to 

lead an international ministry. In fact, 
in 1993, he and his wife, Karen, turned 
down an invitation to join Amazing 
Facts. However, they did agree to pray 
about the call. Says Karen, “We were so inspired by Joe 
Crews,” the ministry’s first speaker. “We didn’t feel capable 
of following in his footsteps.”

However, in 1994, at the urging of Pastor Crews, the 
Amazing Facts board reached out again and the Batchelors 
accepted. Not long after, the ministry moved to California. 
Ever since, the ministry has grown from broadcasting 
on just a few TV stations to over 100 in the USA. And 
worldwide broadcasts now reach two billion lives.

Along with his many regular speaking engagements, 
Pastor Doug has preached at least one major evangelistic 
series every year. He also led the development of the 
W.O.R.D. Center, the ministry’s headquarters, which was 

completed debt-free in 2021. The church, for which Pastor 
Doug serves as senior pastor, partners with Amazing Facts in 
local outreach and hosts regular summits on biblical topics.

Worldwide Impact
The Batchelors have traveled extensively to spread the 

gospel since joining Amazing Facts. “I’ve preached in more 
than 60 countries since I’ve been here,” says Pastor Doug. 

“It’s a wonderful thing to see people’s 
lives changed through the gospel.”

Adds Karen, “We’ve been blessed 
to travel to so many places and meet 
so many wonderful people. Our trip 
to Papua New Guinea years ago was 
especially memorable. About 80,000 
people gathered to hear God’s Word. 
It was amazing to see their hunger 
for truth.”

That spiritual hunger is increasingly 
found in people all around the world. 
One of our viewers, Yasmin, says, 

“I love listening to Pastor Doug preach! I was rebaptized 
thanks to watching your programs. You inspire me with the 
work you do.”

Pastor Doug and Karen feel a deep responsibility for 
sharing the gospel in their roles. “Amazing Facts strives to 
be genuine to the Bible,” Karen reflects. “That encourages 
us to be faithful as His witnesses. It has been a very 
humbling experience for us.”

Pastor Doug puts it simply. “God must have been 
desperate to choose me.” 

Thank you, Pastor Doug and Karen Batchelor, for 30 years 
of faithful service to Amazing Facts. Your dedication and 
service have touched countless souls for the kingdom! 

30 Years at Amazing Facts! By Shenalyn Page

In 1994,
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Bible AnswersBible Answers
with Pastor Doug Batchelor

Q
A

Tune in to Bible Answers Live, 
Amazing Facts’ live, nationwide 
call-in radio program, and listen 
to Pastor Doug give biblical, 
straightforward answers to 

difficult Bible questions.  To get 
times and stations in your area or to 

listen to answers online, visit amazingfacts.org.

This question comes from 1 Peter 3:18–20:

Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being 

put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 
by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in 
prison, who formerly were disobedient, when once the 
Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while 
the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, 
eight souls, were saved through water.

This passage has certainly confused many Bible students! 
Some popular teachers say it means Christ literally descended 
into the depths of the earth and preached to lost souls living 
in some form of limbo. But this is far from the text’s actual 
message—and it gives a dangerous and faulty impression 
that a person can somehow be saved after having died lost.

First, notice how Christ preached to those spirits. He did 
it “by the Spirit,” referring to the Holy Spirit. So whatever 
Christ did in preaching at this time, He did it through the Holy 
Spirit. When was the preaching done? “When once the Divine 

longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being 
prepared.” The preaching was done while the ark was being built—
when Noah warned the world before God sent the Flood.

It also tells us when. While the ark was being prepared, God 
was longsuffering. Peter is almost certainly referring to the passage 
in Genesis 6:3, which explains the who, what, and when: “The Lord 
said, ‘My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed 
flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.’”

Finally, to whom was the preaching done? “To the spirits in 
prison.” Throughout the Bible, we find this terminology used to 
describe those who are bound in the prison house of sin. David 
prayed, “Bring my soul out of prison” (Psalm 142:7). The mission 
of Jesus was “to proclaim liberty to the captives” (Isaiah 61:1). 
Thus, Peter here is telling us that it was the Spirit of Christ who 
preached through Noah in the days before the Flood. Jesus was 
there, through the Holy Spirit, to speak conviction to hearts and 
appeal to the lost to come into the ark.

The question for you, friend, is this: “Are you a captive in Satan’s 
prison of sin?” Jesus, through the call of the Holy Spirit to your heart, 
is inviting you to receive salvation so that you can be set free! 

What does it mean that Christ preached 
to “spirits” who were in prison?

When does the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit occur?

Get more answers to your Bible questions here!

What is the 
unpardonable sin?

Would you like to learn more about Scripture? 
Scan these QR codes to get started!

By Shenalyn Page
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Broadcast
Amazing Facts With Doug Batchelor

S C H E D U L E

Powerful, life-changing, 24/7 
Christ-centered television!

•  Amazing Facts With Doug Batchelor
•  Sabbath School Study Hour
•  ... and so much more!

AFTV.org
Watch Bible programming you can trust at AFTV.org. 
Streaming online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, on 
your computer, iPhone, iPad, ROKU, and more!
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TELEVISION

9:00 am ET 9:00 am ET 9:00 am ET 9:00 am ET 9:00 am ET

� SUNDAY � MONDAY � TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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Family Talk 
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Bible Answers Live airs weekly on Sunday at 7:00 pm PT. It is a live call-in 
radio program during which you can ask Pastor Doug a Bible question and get 
a biblical answer. Call 1-800-GOD-SAYS during program hours to participate. 
You can also watch live on AFTV!

Amazing Facts With Doug Batchelor (continued)
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All-New From Amazing Facts!

Leather … $99.95
Black, BK-UPSBL
Gray, BK-UPSBLG

BULK PRICING:
16+ $95.95 ea.
32+ $89.95 ea.

NEW!

BULK PRICING:
16+ $69.95 ea.
32+ $59.95 ea.

BULK PRICING:
12+ $29.95 ea.

Leathersoft … $79.95
Brown, BK-UPSBB
Blue, BK-UPSBBL
Maroon, BK-UPSBM
Lavender, BK-UPSBP

Hardcover … $39.95
BK-UPSBH

Creation or Evolution? Examining the Evidence
Pastor Doug is thrilled about this all-new sharing magazine from Amazing Facts! 

It provides easy-to-read and simple-to-understand summaries of 
the key issues in the hotly contested debate between 

creationism and evolution. It’s also 
beautifully illustrated front to back 
and features vital information about 
biogenesis, dinosaur tissue, radiocarbon 
dating, the Big Bang, irreducible 
complexity, homology, living fossils, 
missing links, the Cambrian Explosion, 
and so much more! 

Besides building your trust in the 
Word of God, this magazine is perfect for 
sharing with friends, family, co-workers, 
neighbors, and others asking about 
their purpose in life.
BK-CRE … $3.95

The Ultimate Prophecy Study Bible
Your whole family will treasure this extensive New King James study 
Bible! It’s packed with powerful tools designed to help you dig deeper 
than ever into prophecy and God’s Word—and includes all these new 
features: 28 Topical Chain Reference Studies, Answers to Difficult Bible 
Texts, Amazing Facts Study Guides chain references and notes, QR code 
links to the 27 Amazing Facts Study Guides, 14 beautifully illustrated 
charts, and Words of God in blue. This inspiring Bible edition is perfect 
for personal/group Bible studies, witnessing, and as a gift!

BULK PRICING:
10+ $3.05 ea.  
25+ $2.55 ea.
50+ $2.20 ea.

100+ $2.05 ea.
500+ $1.60 ea.
1,000+ $1.30 ea.



Visit  AFBOOKSTORE.COM 
or call 800-538-7275 to order or learn more.

Shipping Information: Please add 15% of sales value or $7.00 (whichever is higher) for shipping & handling.
California residents, please add 7.25% sales tax. For orders shipped outside the U.S. and Canada, add 25% or $10 (whichever 

is higher) for foreign postage.� Some items may require additional shipping costs and delivery time due to weight.
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All-New From Amazing Facts! Popular Resources

Answering the Most Important Questions 
12-Lesson Set
The youth today will lead the church tomorrow! These Bible lessons 
tackle some of the biggest questions on their hearts, such as Does 
God Really Exist? Can I Really Trust the Bible? What About My Body? 
How Do I Discover God’s Will for My Life? Can I Break the Cycle of 
Sin? Who Needs the Church? and more! Each 16-page, colorfully 
illustrated guide gets teens back into God’s Word to guide them 
toward a strong, meaningful relationship with Jesus.
SG-AMIQ … $11.95

Most Amazing Bible Stories 
5-Volume Set
Amazing Facts & Remnant Publications. Get ready for an adventure! This new Bible 
story set explores the courageous heroes of faith found throughout God’s Word, 
plus many historical role models. Designed especially for kids ages 8+, it features 
hundreds of character-building stories that will broaden knowledge of Scripture 
and the plan of salvation, while inspiring a deeper love for God. Beautifully 
designed and illustrated hardcover set contains more than 1,100 pages and includes 
a listing of the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy passages covered in each chapter.
BK-MABS … $149.95

Prophecy Odyssey 15-Lesson Set
Doug Batchelor. Now you can have certainty about God’s final plans for 
the last days! Learn about the second coming of Christ, understand the 
fulfillment of key Bible prophecies, know the meaning of the mark of the 
beast, discover the USA in the Word of God, and much more. This study 
complements Pastor Doug’s Prophecy Odyssey DVD series. Know the 
future through a study of key Bible prophecy truths and find clear  
answers to common Bible questions in this epic 15-lesson study.
SG-POD … $11.95
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promised His disciples that they would not be left 
“orphans” (KJV). This role is crucial, as the Holy Spirit 
brings peace that transcends circumstances. When we 
face trials, we can rely on Him to provide inner calm 
and assurance. As Paul writes in Romans 14:17, “For 
the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

The Spirit’s comfort goes beyond simple reassurance; 
it anchors us in God’s love and gives us confidence that 
we are not alone. His presence reassures us, reminding us 
that God’s promises are sure and that we have access to 
a supernatural peace that “surpasses all understanding” 
(Philippians 4:7).

“How Can I Have the Holy Spirit?”
So, we’ve established that the Holy Spirit is God, that 

He is a person, and that He has a vital work in these last 
days. As we close out, you might be wondering how you 
can invite this amazing Spirit into your life.

Ask and Seek Earnestly. Jesus 
encourages us to ask for the Holy Spirit:  
“If you then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your 

heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask 
Him!” (Luke 11:13). God 
is willing to fill us with His 
Spirit, but He waits for us 
to actively seek Him. This 
is more than a one-time 
request; it’s a continual pursuit 
of God’s presence in our lives.

Be Born of the 
Spirit. Jesus made 
it clear in John 3:5 
that “unless one is born 
of water and the Spirit, 

he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” This 
rebirth signifies a transformation that only the Holy 
Spirit can bring, turning us from old ways and setting us 
on a new path. Baptism represents the cleansing of our 
sins, but the filling of the Spirit signifies empowerment 
for a life of holiness.

Yield to God’s Will. The Holy Spirit fills 
those who are willing to surrender their 
own desires for God’s purposes. Romans 
12:1 encourages believers to “present your 
bodies a living sacrifice” to God, allowing 

the Holy Spirit to take control. A life filled with the Spirit is 
marked by humility, obedience, and a readiness to follow 
wherever God leads.

Abide in Jesus Daily. To be filled with 
the Spirit, we must remain connected to 
Jesus. In John 15:5, Jesus teaches, “He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing.” This 

daily abiding involves spending time in prayer, meditating 
on Scripture, and seeking God’s guidance. The Holy Spirit 
flows in the lives of those who stay close to Christ.

The Holy Spirit is essential for every believer. He opens 
our understanding of God’s Word, intercedes in our prayers, 
empowers us for obedience, and brings peace and comfort 
in every circumstance. Perhaps members of your church are 

trying to convince you otherwise, but the 
Bible makes it clear that Jesus left us 

with a Helper, the Spirit of truth, 
to guide us through life and 

to prepare us for His return. 
Don’t let anyone take that 
promise from you!

And if you haven’t 
experienced the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit in your 
life, Jesus invites you to 

ask. In John 7:37, 38, 
He said, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to Me 
and drink ... out of his heart 

will flow rivers of living water.” 
Would you like to receive 

the Holy Spirit today? As we open 
our hearts to His presence in these final 

days, He fills us with the strength, wisdom, and 
peace needed to walk faithfully with God, come what may. 
I encourage you to invite the Spirit into your life daily, 
allowing His power to transform you and to shine as a 
light in a world that desperately needs His truth. 

(Continued from page 9.)

1

2

3
4
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Our expert team can also provide you  
with helpful information about

•	 Updating Will/Trust 
•	 Creating a Living Trust 
•	 Creating a Will
•	 Power of Attorney
•	 Health Care Agent (HPOA) 

Amazing Facts International

Estate and Gift Planning Department

P. O. Box 1058, Roseville, CA 95678

800-436-2695 | mylegacy.amazingfacts.org 

*All inquiries are treated with complete confidentiality. This information is not intended as tax, 
legal, or financial advice. We can work with your advisor for information specific to your situation.

Estate Plan Health Checklist:

	�Are your beneficiaries still alive, and is 

their information accurate?

	�Are all your assets and real estate 

included in your trust?

	�Is your Health Care Agent (HPOA) contact 

still local and available to assist you?

	�Is your Power of Attorney (POA) still the 

right choice?

	�Is your Successor Trustee still the same 

and dependable?

If you answered “no” to any of these, your trust may 

need a check-up! Contact us at 800-436-2695 or 

mylegacy.amazingfacts.org to ensure your estate 

plan is healthy and up to date.*
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his past fall, through the support of 
compassionate ministry friends like you, 

Amazing Facts broadcast the Prophecy Odyssey evangelistic 
series live from New York City. The 15-part Bible study, 
presented by Doug Batchelor, president, was hosted at the 
Manhattan Center from September 20 to October 5 and has 
reached hundreds of thousands of people globally. 

It was one of the biggest outreach efforts—both 
financially and logistically—in Amazing Facts’ 60-year history.

Prophecy Odyssey was broadcast in English and Spanish 
on 3ABN, Hope Channel, and AFTV. Also, for the first time, the 
series was translated into 17 languages live using advanced 
artificial intelligence, making it accessible to the diverse 
global audiences tuning in online.

The series brought over 800 attendees nightly at 
the Manhattan Center, with numbers rising to 1,400 on 
weekends. Locally, 377 people chose to join the last-day 
church by baptism or profession of faith. Two new churches 
were also planted—one Spanish congregation in Manhattan 
and a Chinese congregation in Brooklyn.

Genesis of Prophecy Odyssey
Known for its influence on world affairs and its diverse 

population, New York City was an easy choice for sharing 
the gospel as far and wide as possible in a single outreach 
campaign. Pastor Doug was delighted to return, having 
been born there and previously leading major evangelistic 
and revival efforts there, including the 1999 Millennium of 
Prophecy series.

Planning for the event was a challenge, as the logistical 
and financial demands of hosting a major evangelistic series 
in New York are steep. Relying on faith and prayer, Amazing 
Facts forged ahead, believing that God would make a way. 
As Pastor Doug shared, “We moved forward by faith, and 

the Lord opened the door for us to return 
to the Manhattan Center’s largest venue and present 

the three angels’ messages in a way we couldn’t have 
imagined just a few years ago.”

More than 100 Manhattan Missionaries from around the 
world joined forces with 26 students from the Amazing Facts 
Center of Evangelism (AFCOE) to spread the message on the 
ground throughout New York City. They held prayer sessions, 
distributed literature, and invited locals to the meetings, often 
encountering spiritual hunger in surprising places. Carlos 
Muñoz, AFCOE’s director, noted, “We were surprised by the 
immense spiritual hunger we found all over the city. So many 
people were receptive to the Spirit’s work through our 
students and volunteers.”

Many Lives Changed Forever
Testimonies of transformed lives emerged soon as 

attendees responded to the messages. Patricia, who had 
struggled with alcohol and identity issues from a young age, 
found hope and healing through the meetings. Watching 
Amazing Facts videos had inspired her for years, but the 
opportunity to attend Prophecy Odyssey in person solidified 
her decision to be baptized. “I’m better than dry,” Patricia 
declared. “I’m seeking God, and He goes out of His way to 
show me that He loves me.”

James, hired as a security guard for the event, found 
himself drawn to the messages while working. Troubled by a 
smoking addiction, he requested prayer for deliverance, and 
within days, his desire for tobacco disappeared. “I was so 
blessed to be paid to listen to these meetings,” James later 
shared, grateful for his newfound spiritual growth.

The missionaries also held worship services and 
distributed flyers in Times Square, drawing attention in one 
of the world’s busiest pedestrian hubs. Among those moved 
by this outreach was a man named Darian, who stopped 
to listen only out of curiosity. However, he quickly formed 
a bond with the missionaries, joining them for the nightly 

Reaching New York and the World

By Shenalyn Page

prophecy
odyssey

T
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meetings. Darian’s journey 
exemplifies how New Yorkers encountered God’s love 
through Prophecy Odyssey. And an online attendee has 
shared, “I was suicidal as this series started. Watching has 
completely turned things around for me, giving me hope 
and something to believe in. From the bottom of my 
heart, thank you.”

Ignite Evangelism in Your Church in 2025!
Is your church participating in the North American 

Division’s Pentecost 2025 initiative? If so, Prophecy 
Odyssey offers a hit-the-ground-running solution to help 
your congregation succeed in your evangelistic campaign!

Turnkey Evangelism. Prophecy Odyssey is a 
powerful, 15-part outreach series designed to engage 
and inspire today’s audiences—it’s a ready-to-go, 
complete evangelistic Bible study that will help your 
congregation reach your community for Jesus!

Proven Evangelism. Featuring cutting-edge visuals 
and 4K technology, Prophecy Odyssey is presented in 
Pastor Doug’s signature style, offering captivating 
insights into God’s Word that will prepare seekers 
for baptism—making it a powerful tool to grow 
your church!

Total Evangelism. From Prophecy Odyssey DVDs 
to Bible lessons, outreach guides, and customizable 
marketing resources, Amazing Facts has everything 
you need to host your 2025 series and invite souls 
into God’s eternal kingdom!

No need to worry. Whether you’re just hearing the news 
or are already praying about what to do, Amazing Facts has 
you covered. Get started today by scanning the QR code 
with your phone. 

•	 2 church plants

•	 18 Bible workers 

•	 18 languages 

•	 26 AFCOE students

•	 50 Amazing Facts staff

•	 100 Manhattan Missionaries

•	 377 local baptisms/professions of faith

•	 800 to 1,500 in local attendance 

•	 37,500 Bible lessons distributed

•	 38,000 magazines and books distributed 

•	 40,000 invitation flyers distributed

•	 4.2 million YouTube views

•	 45 million Facebook views

Prophecy Odyssey  
by the Numbers

Turnkey,  
15-Part Outreach Series for Your 

Church!amazingfacts.org/evangelism
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lyde may be Amazing Facts’ oldest volunteer, but 
you wouldn’t know it except for his snow-white 

goatee. His blue eyes sparkle and hint at stories that could 
keep you entertained for hours. He shakes your hand like 
someone much younger than 95.

“I don’t feel very useful at my age,” he says.
He’s not telling you the whole story. He has been 

retired for more years than he worked for the U.S. Postal 
Service, but he has been far from idle. He and his beloved 
wife, Gloria, turned their country acreage into a beautiful 
haven they affectionately called “Almost Heaven.” They 
also traveled extensively, volunteering to help remodel 
churches and schools. 

When Gloria had a stroke several years ago, the 
couple moved into a small home near their daughter and 
son-in-law. He grieved deeply when Gloria passed away, 
but it didn’t take too long for him to find new ways to be 
useful. He volunteers with a church outreach to homeless 
people, and he corrects lessons from inmates taking the 
Amazing Facts Bible Correspondence course.

“I don’t do that much really,” he says. “I just correct 
the errors in the Bible lessons, and I pray, ‘Lord, benefit 
this person by this program.’ I really need to learn how 
to pray better.”

Two years ago, Clyde saw an advertisement for the 
Amazing Facts Center of Evangelism. “I thought I ought 
to do it,” he remembers, “but I don’t have any computer 
skills.” He registered anyway. The coursework stretched 
him to the limit physically, but his determination won the 
hearts of the AFCOE staff, and with their personalized 
help, he was able to finish strong.

“It’s a blessing to be able to do something that makes 
a difference at my age,” he says. His well-worn Bible tops 
the stack of books by his easy chair. The table across the 
room holds a large puzzle of the Second Coming and a 
picture of him and Gloria. 

“She was my angel.” He smiles, but there is a catch in 
his voice. “Not everyone is really in love, but we were for 
70 years. She couldn’t wait for Jesus to come back. I just 
pray every day that I can be a blessing and be there to 
welcome Jesus with her.” 

“Should others get involved with volunteering at 
Amazing Facts?” I ask.

 “Do it!” Clyde nods emphatically. “You’ll be blessed, 
and you can be a blessing. ‘Make Me a Blessing.’ That’s my 
favorite song.” 

   Out of my life 
  May Jesus shine; 
 Make me a blessing, O Savior, I pray, 
Make me a blessing to someone today.

Are you ready to be a blessing at Amazing Facts? 
Call us at 916-209-7201 to discover how Jesus can shine 
through you at any age. 

Volunteer
By �Shenalyn Page

C

Spotlight
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Where in the World Is Pastor Doug?
March 28, 29: �Creation or Evolution Summit,  

W.O.R.D. Center, Granite Bay, Calif.
April 12: Dominican Republic
April 17–19: Sumare, Brazil

Find more Amazing Facts 
speakers in your area!
prophecyseminars.com

NEW Bible Study Correspondence Courses
The Amazing Facts Bible School is growing—and 

expanding with new courses! The Answering the Most 
Important Questions course features 12 biblical lessons 
designed specifically for teenagers, tackling key questions 
like, How far should I go in dating? How can I know 
what’s true? How can I be a Christian and still have fun?  
Is it possible to live without fear? Who am I, really?

And the 15 lessons of our Prophecy Odyssey 
course take you on an epic journey through the Bible’s 
prophetic books of Daniel and Revelation. Enroll today 
at www.AmazingBibleStudies.com to learn more and 
sign up!

You’re Invited! 2025 Major Events
Join us at the W.O.R.D. Center or online for amazing 

Bible summits that will strengthen your faith, deepen your 
understanding of the Bible, and empower you for ministry:

•	 Creation or Evolution Summit, March 28, 29
•	 Vertical Vision, Amazing Facts Youth Conference, 

June 11–14
•	 The Power of Prayer Summit, August 8, 9
•	 Amazing Facts 60th Anniversary Celebration, 

September 26, 27

Host Prophecy Odyssey for Pentecost 2025
Are you part of a church in North 
America? Then consider using the 

Prophecy Odyssey series for your 
Pentecost 2025 evangelistic 
outreach! Every one of the 15 
Prophecy Odyssey programs was 

recorded in 4K definition, making 
them an up-to-date and visually 

compelling way to share the gospel in 2025.

AFCOE Guatemala Mission Trip
AFCOE students don’t just learn about 

evangelism. They actually get to do it! This 
past fall, 15 students spent three weeks 
in Guatemala preaching evangelistic 
campaigns in seven churches. God 
blessed their efforts, and seven people 
have already been baptized through their 
efforts. Learn more about AFCOE at afcoe.com!

Amazing Facts Returns to INSP in 2025
Amazing Facts has returned to INSP (formerly 

Inspiration Channel) on Sunday mornings at 8:00. We 
began airing there on January 6. This timeslot enables us 
to reach 130 million people nationwide with God’s Word. 
Praise God for this exciting opportunity!

A New Way to Share God’s Word
Amazing Facts India has put 

together a wonderful resource for 
sharing our 27 Bible Study Guides 
in PDF form. Studies are available in 
French, Hindi, Portuguese, Tamil, Sumi, 
and Telugu. Visit amazingfactspdf.org 
to learn more today!

News toNote
Amazing Facts
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long time ago, before smartphones and GPS—
and even before electricity—large ships were 

busy bringing supplies into ocean harbors. But that was often 
a dangerous task, especially during bad weather or at night 
when the captain couldn’t see clearly to safely steer the ship. 
If the ship missed the turning point, it might run aground on 
the shore and be damaged. Or it might hit a reef beneath the 
surface of the water. If that happened, the ship could sink!

To make things safer for ships, people began building 
lighthouses near the shore. The bright beam from the 
lighthouse cut through the darkness to help sea captains steer 
their ships safely in the right direction and avoid accidents. 

Many early lighthouses used oil lamps to light the way 
for ships. The Amelia Island Lighthouse in northern Florida, 
for example, used 14 oil lamps with reflectors to create a 
bright, shimmering light to guide seafaring vessels. As long 
as there was oil in the lamps, the ships were safe.

Have you ever sung the song “Give Me Oil in My Lamp”? 
It’s a great song that’s fun to sing, but what does it mean? 
What does “oil” mean in the song?

Oil is one of the symbols 
the Bible uses to represent the 
Holy Spirit. Like the light in a 
lighthouse that guides a ship, 
the Holy Spirit guides us and 
shows us the way to God. And 
the Holy Spirit is God.

Our God is a Trinity; that 
means there are three Persons 

that together are God—God the Father, God the Son (that’s 
Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit. If that seems confusing, you’re 
not alone. This truth is even hard for grown-ups to grasp!

Before Jesus went back to heaven, He promised to 
send His followers “another Helper”—the Oil we need for 
our lamps—the Holy Spirit (John 14:16). The Holy Spirit 
comforts us when we’re sad and teaches us to be more like 
Jesus. He also helps us pray, helps us know when we’ve 
done something wrong, and gives us the strength to do 
what is right. Because of this special Helper, Jesus can be 
with us all the time, so we’ll never be alone!

The Bible talks about the fruits of the Spirit 
too. These are the good things we will have in our 

life when we let Jesus live in our heart. Find and circle the 
different fruits of the Spirit hidden in the puzzle below.

People who have these fruits have happier lives 
because they are getting ready to go home with Jesus 
when He comes back. You can read about these fruits of 
the Spirit in Galatians 5:22, 23. Best of all, you can ask 
Jesus to give you His Spirit today so you can start living 
these fruits in your life right now! 

LOVE
JOY
PEACE
PATIENCE
KINDNESS
GOODNESS
FAITHFULNESS
GENTLENESS
SELF-CONTROL (no dash in the puzzle)

G S E L F C O N T R O L
O S J T X P B E R S E S
O K Q X M L C P L S P S
D H Q K I N H G B E D E
N G Y G E J X T F N Q N
E P M I P E X A Z D D E
S M T C T C L L X N I L
S A B M L A S I E I J T
P B X U N E W V F K O N
N T E H W P O Y A D Y E
W R J R P L I V L Y F G
F A I T H F U L N E S S

By Laurie Lyon
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H E A L T H  B I T EThe Amazing

1	� https://nypost.com/2024/10/03/us-news/washington-rescue-dog-gita-saves-elderly-owners-life/
2	�  https://www.npr.org/2021/08/17/1028495560/cat-saves-elderly-woman-fallen-ravine-cornfield-cornwall-england
3	� https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/cir.0b013e31829201e1#:~:text=Numerous%20studies%20have%20explored%20the,responses%20to%20stress%2C%20and%20improved
4	� https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/wellness-and-prevention/the-friend-who-keeps-you-young
5	� https://sph.umich.edu/news/2019posts/how-pets-can-help-older-adults-manage-chronic-pain.html
6	� https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9630635/

In
By Laurie Lyon

Furry Friends
ofHealth Benefits

If you don’t already have a furry sidekick and are 
inspired to try pet ownership, there are a few things 
to consider when choosing—for instance, your age 
and agility, allergies, the size of your home and yard, 
your work schedule, and how often you travel. Are you 
physically able to walk a dog, or do you have a fenced-in 
yard—or might an indoor cat better suit your lifestyle 
and abilities? Do you have friends or family willing to 
care for your pet when you’re away?

Mammals were made 
on the sixth day of Creation, 
the same day as humans 
(Genesis 1:24–28). God 
has blessed us with a vast 
assortment of incredible, 
beautifully designed 
creatures that share our 
planet. Many are highly 
intelligent, emotionally 
complex life forms that 
make fantastic companions. 

Allowing a pet to share your life, accepting and 
returning their affection, can improve your health in 
countless ways and enrich both their existence and 
yours. And that’s something to be grateful for! 

autumn 2024, Gita’s 84-year-old owner fell in his 
yard, injuring himself. Unable to move, the man 

eventually asked the 13-year-old, mixed-breed dog to 
go for help. Springing into action, Gita ran to the nearby 
road, waited, barked when a deputy sheriff came by, and 
eventually led the officer to her injured owner, saving his life.1

And in 2021, a black cat named Piran was credited with 
saving an 83-year-old woman who had fallen 70 feet into a 
ravine. Meowing until it attracted the attention of searchers, 
the faithful feline led rescuers straight to his owner.2

We’ve all heard stories of exceptional pets like these and 
admired their heroic actions. But even if our own pets haven’t 
made the headlines or been featured in a viral video, maybe, 
just maybe, they’re our heroes in other ways.

Most of us have experienced, at one time or another, 
being greeted with unconditional love from a dog or cat. It’s 
often uncanny the way they seem to sense our moods and 
try to connect with us and lift our spirits. That can sometimes 
be a turning point that brightens a challenging day. Indeed, 
simply interacting with a dog or cat can boost the feel-
good neurotransmitters dopamine and serotonin, leaving us 
happier and more relaxed. 

But animals can do more than just elevate our mood. 
Here are additional ways they can boost our health:

1.	 �Pets can improve heart health by lowering blood 
pressure and blood lipids.3

2.	 �By caring for our furry friends, we get more exercise.

3.	 �Animal antics bring more healthy laughter into  
our lives.

4.	 �Interacting with a pet can lower the stress  
hormone cortisol.4

5.	 �Those with pets tend to cope better with pain.5

6.	 �Owning a pet can improve cognitive function and 
mental health.6

7.	 �Pets can help dispel loneliness in two ways—
through their own affectionate interactions with us 
and by helping us connect with other people.
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YOU Shine Like Stars
Winning Souls for Christ! 

“Our world needs consistent, 
valiant light-bearers for Jesus. 
As millions around the world 
are held captive in sin and 
darkness, you carry the light of 
truth that can set them free.”

—Pastor Doug Batchelor Learn how you can become a Champion!

Champions of Truth are …

Committed partners who play a winning role in 
the worldwide evangelism work of Amazing Facts 
through generous monthly support

Spiritual warriors who pray regularly for the 
ministry and for Christ’s truth to penetrate hearts

Active defenders of the faith, equipped with 
exclusive access to Amazing Facts magazines, 
books, and more that help them share their faith

afchampions.org


