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“Remember the prisoners as if chained with
them—those who are mistreated—since you
yourselves are in the body also” (Hebrews 13:3).

by Anthony Lester

ust about every day, | receive letters from inmates across
the country expressing their deep gratitude for the work
of Amazing Facts. Here’s just one example of many:

“I am a 32-year-old mother in prison. | have
been watching your videos and doing your
studies for four months. | have learned so
much! I've been trying to develop a relation-
ship with God for many years, and through
your teachings, | am beginning to know Him.”
K.D., Oklahoma

By God's perfect grace, ministry resources are reaching into
the places often considered by society to be worthless and
hopeless. It's clear that you don't think prisoners are beyond
God's love, because this outreach
would not be possible without your
caring support. You have enabled
Amazing Facts to print biblical
materials for use by those reaching
prisoners and others for Christ,
offering hope and light even to the
most destitute and lonely. Here's an
Amazing Fact: Of the 65,000
enrolled in our online and corre-
spondence Bible School, nearly 15
percent are inmates!

For me, it's natural to have compas-
sion for the men and women serving
time, justly or unjustly, for a crime.
I've never stepped foot into a jail, but
I have been locked up—caged in severe spiritual bondage.

In this way, | am really no different than our physically jailed
friends in Christ, because I too was set free from darkness by
willing gospel workers through Amazing Facts. We are indeed
brethren of one heart, one mind—one body. Like Paul, you, our
jailed brethren, and | have become instead “the prisoner[s] of
Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 3:1). Amen!

Like the many prisoners who still see no need for a Savior,
and are merely biding time until their release, | too once
thought | was free after accepting a distorted gospel message
that lacked a need for true commitment on my part. | would
sin, serve a time of suffering on earth, and then felt pre-par-
doned to sin again because the law had supposedly been
“nailed to the cross.” | am thankful that this ministry realized
that even the “free” without Christ are still terribly lost convicts,

and sent men like Amazing Facts’ evangelist Brian McMahon
as good news ministers. The Holy Spirit used him, as much as
He used you, to reach me.“l was naked and you clothed Me;

| was sick and you visited Me; | was in prison and you came
to Me” (Matthew 25:36 NKJV).

That's why we should not forget to pray for those men and
women serving Jesus in prison outreach, as much as we
shouldn't forget our evangelists, Bible School workers, volun-
teers, and correspondence team who continue to reach the
jailed—and the free—with the gospel. We have all come face
to face with our incredible bondage to sin, and this shared
experience helps create that spiritual empathy we should have
with every prisoner, saved or lost.

I would like for us to especially pray for our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ who are now serving Him faithfully from their
prison cells. It takes great courage
and commitment to do what they are
doing for Jesus where they are. | sus-
pect more than most, they know the
real power of clinging to Jesus when
tempted with sin or attacked by the
devil emotionally, physically, and
spiritually.

With incredible mercy, the Father
has taken these prodigal children
and changed them into evangelists
| who are sharing His message with
thousands of other prisoners—often
with Amazing Facts’ resources—and
giving them the freedom that only
comes with Jesus’ loving forgiveness.

Likewise, I hope you will keep helping the ministry reach our
friends in prison by supporting us financially and in prayer.
You are making a tremendous difference in the lives of so
many. Though they may be behind prison walls now, one day
soon we will all experience the freedom behind New
Jerusalem's walls.

I know you will be challenged by Pastor Doug’s stirring look
at the role that forgiveness plays in our lives in “Freedom From
Guilt” It's an excellent companion piece to last issue’s “12 Tips
for Resisting Temptation”and a beautiful message for those liv-
ing in spiritual, and physical, bondage.

Finally, whether we are confined to a prison cell, a sick bed,
chronic depression, or perhaps able to do as we please, we are
all free in the cherished confinement of Christ's loving arms.

No matter where you are, keep the faith.
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Shocked, But Overjoyed!

I have prayed for some time for God to just
show me the truth. I never have agreed with
the ways of the world. I discovered the Study
Guide “The Mark of the Beast” on a table at a
county fair. When | sat down that night to read
it, | just couldn’t believe it! I've never been so
amazed. These
truly are amaz-
ing but true
facts! I'm
shocked but at
the same time
{ overjoyed and
- relieved!

F . I feel like | am
truly walking with my Lord now. Jesus said,
“The truth will set you free” It does; it changes
everything! Could you please send me some
more Study Guides—I already made a list of
family and friends to give them to. | thank God
for you and your wonderful Bible course—it's
hard to put down. I know God will continue to
deeply bless you as you truly serve him. L.G.

Baptismal Insight

| just read your March 2003 letter,and | agree
with what you said 100 percent. It definitely
makes it much harder to work with people that
have been baptized before they are truly com-
mitted to Christ. | am looking forward to your
Baptismal Preparation video. My funds are lim-
ited, but as long as God provides, | will share
what | have. May God continue to bless you in
your service for Him. FE.

Genuine Gratitude

Thank you for what you have done for us.\We
are now in church and have got the Lord in our
hearts and lives. You have helped us so much,
just by seeing you on television and reading
your letters and books. D.W.,, Tennessee

Reaching Across the Oceans

I once went to a Sunday-keeping church
with so many questions they just could not
answer. | went to the Millennium of
Prophecy satellite meetings, and nearly
every one of them was answered. | also
want to say that Doug Batchelor is an awe-
some pastor. | am now a baptized Sabbath
Christian! R.W., New Zealand

In Love With Jesus

I read Ap fesws’ Feerand 1 Bl in love
with Jesas You should make it & movie!
I then watched your tapes and found The
truth I have searched for my whole fife.
I bave never been soin love, amd 1 have
never understood the Bible the way you
d it up tomied 1t has made
rence in my life. I'm sure the
devil |:'-r:l|]f. hates Winid b
.

15 §iHl dne

(g nil ]I I 1k, B 1T

Set Free

I am currently incarcerated in Florida.
During my time here, one of your books
crossed my path. | found it extremely interest-
ing as well as convicting. | was once lost in
briars of men’s doctrines and traditions that
have all but obscured the true path to God.
Thank you for sharing new light. W.E., Florida

User-Friendly

Thank you for making the donations link
on your website much easier to find. I didn’t
have to spend 10 to 15 minutes hunting for it.
| pray this small change will ﬂ'.

bring a bountiful dona- 5
tion to your blessed v .
website. May the Lord ",
God bless you with X
continued success in
spreading the gospel i -
of truth! J., e-mail '\
And We Thank You Too

| want to express my love for this magazine.

I truly enjoy it and find it an incredible
blessing. E.F., Mississippi

The Truth and Nothing But ...

You have been doing a great job in dispens-
ing the truth to all who would have it. Thank
you for staying true to Jesus and remaining
pure and undefiled. C.L., e-mail

Sabbath School Archive

Thank you so very much for providing the
archive of Doug Batchelor’s Sabbath School
lessons! | am a Sabbath School teacher, and
listening to Pastor Batchelor teach the les-
son helps me greatly in
preparing to teach. I am not
always able to listen when
the lesson is broadcast.
The archive is a great help
to me. M.F, e-mail

Inside Report welcomes all correspondence regarding the magazine and other Amazing Facts ministries. Letters
and other materials sent to Amazing Facts may be used—in whole or in part and edited for content, grammar,
and readability—in future publications unless otherwise requested. We thank you for your thoughts, suggestions,
and financial and prayer support in our endeavor to reach others for Jesus and equip them to do likewise.

|NSID54PORT SepT/OcT 2003



mazing Facts and Pastor Doug Batchelor are just months Each church also received promotional posters that invite mem-

away from reaching the people of Korea with a powerful, bers and unchurched truth-seekers to get involved in this Bible
dynamic satellite series about Jesus Christ and Bible prophecy study spectacular. Other promotional efforts are being used to reach
called Visions for Life. as vast an audience as possible, such as a condensed version of

As the region grows increasingly unstable, Amazing Facts believes  The Richest Caveman, Doug Batchelor’s moving personal testimony
the Lord has called on this ministry to reach out with the life-trans-  about how God transformed him from a rebellious cave-dwelling
forming three angels' messages before time runs out. Pastor Doug teenager into an effective end-time evangelist. It's being produced
says, “I'm deeply concerned by what is happening in the world today. for wide distribution throughout Korea.

Every where we turn, we hear of wars and rumors of wars, and I'm (If you would like an unabridged copy of Caveman in Korean for

especially burdened for the people of Korea who have lived inawar  yourself, or several copies to share with friends, call Amazing Facts

zone for more than 50 years!” With your help, we can give hope to at 800-538-7275 for details.)

millions lost in spiritual darkness. You can also view the colorful, eye-catching handbills used to
advertise the series by visiting www.visions4life.com. They are

I returned to Korea in June to supervise the ongoing preparations  available in English and Korean. You'll also find the latest news
for Pastor Doug’s meetings, which will take place in Seoul, South updates and a place you can help support this epic event. Later,
Korea, from November 7 to 15, 2003. you can watch the series live online via a link at the Amazing

It was an ideal time as the energized local church held its annual ~ Facts website.

Pastoral Bible Conference for all its ministers throughout Korea.

| was able to introduce the worldwide ministry of Amazing Facts Be a Part of God's End-Time Message
and promote the series alongside Pastor Hark Bong Lee, the personal  Finally, Amazing Facts prays that untold thousands will have their
ministries director. lives transformed by the grace of the Holy Spirit. I praise the Lord

Pastors were given an exciting promotional video prepared by for this special opportunity to go for Him to Korea. Will you join us
the Korean Church for use in their home churches. The video fea- by doing the following three things?
tures the incredible plans and Christ-centered purpose for the

soul-winning series. ! LY
At the end of the video, Pastor Doug made a powerful appeal to S KA O O YO U TS
our Korean brethren to invite their friends, family, and neighbors FRNVIOUE TorWar oy Tt s

to discover Jesus for themselves. “Jesus beckoned, ‘Come, and see,
says Batchelor.“Those who do not know the truth are blind, but if Pray that preparation will continue to move forward, and that God
they come to Jesus, they will see. This worldwide event will give will send His angels to protect Pastor Doug, myself, and the hundreds
them that chance” involved in this exciting evangelistic opportunity. If you can do just

Pastor Doug will teach from his Storacles of Prophecy lessons with  one thing to help, please pray. By your prayers, the Lord of heaven will
an interpreter on stage. For international broadcasts, languages other  reap souls for His kingdom.

than English and Korean are also being accommodated. Amazingly, the cost to the ministry is relatively minimal, as an
energized local church has already acquired sufficient funds for pre-
Working with ATN and the Korean Church, Amazing Facts is work, local advertising, and a venue.
incorporating the successful technologies from the 2002 Visions However, we still need to raise $250,000
for Life in Africa and will beam the message of hope as far south to help cover the cost of satellite program

as Australia and New Zealand to as far north as Russia. Nearly 415 production, travel, and other needs.
church satellite dishes are already up and running, prepared to beam  If you feel the Lord touching your heart
a message of hope to a vast audience of potential millions! in such troubling times for the people

Amazing Facts, in partnership with ATN and the Korean people, of Korea and 21 other nations and mul-
is broadcasting the light of Jesus throughout the Pacific Rim.Some tiple Pacific islands, please call us at
people will never see Jesus unless we reflect His light to them. This  916-434-3880, ext. 3063, to see how
satellite event gives millions of laity the opportunity to do just that.  you can help.
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i 4 ‘ n Amazing Fact: Amputees often
; experience a sensation called “phantom pain.” For

"
By Fastor

- _—
Doy Batchelor
A

example, they might have lost their entire leg, but their toes hurt
or their knee itches even though they no longer actually have them.
They sense this phantom feeling coming from an absent member
and their invisible toes will curl and their imaginary fingers will
grasp. Even a nonexistent leg might feel sturdy enough to stand on.
Doctors watch helplessly, unable to treat this part of the body that is
screaming for attention even though it no longer exists. In the same
i 2 there are many Christians, new and old,

who have confessed and forsaken their
:E&-,;. sins and applied the blood of Jesus for
cleansing, yet still feel the phantom
pain of guilt.

- —
BET

- A kind farmer offered a ride in

his wagon to an old man carrying a
large sack of potatoes to mar-
ket. After the weathered man
had struggled into the back of
the cart, the farmer noticed his
new passenger was still hoisting the
sack of potatoes on his shoulder. “Friend,’
the farmer encouraged, “Set down your
load and rest your back”” But the weary fellow
responded, “Mister, you were kind enough to give me a ride;

I wouldn't dare ask you to also carry my sack of potatoes.” Of
course, we know the worn traveler was silly not to put down his
load and rest, yet there are millions of Christians who accept
Jesus’ forgiving mercy yet feel they must continue to carry their
burden of guilt and shame.

There are few things more important to a Christian’s peace and
assurance than the understanding of guilt and forgiveness.
Sadly, these are some of the most misunderstood subjects, and
I am constantly asked about what guilt and forgiveness should
mean to Christians. Too many of God’s children are dragging an
unnecessary yoke through life.

Paul says in Hebrews 12:1, 2,“Let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and

=
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finisher of our faith”
(NKJV). To successfully run
this race, we are commanded to lay
aside not only the sin, but also the weight of guilt that impedes us.
The Bible also says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and

just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness” (1 John 1:9). That cleansing includes the sin and the
phantom pain of guilt.

What Is Guilt?

To appreciate the kind of forgiveness mentioned in 1 John, we
need to understand guilt and overcome the many misconceptions
causing confusion and heartache.

Have you ever instinctively taken your foot off the gas pedal
when you see a highway patrolman? You might hit the brakes
even when you are already going the speed limit. Why? Might it
be because you often break the speed limit and automatically fear
you might be doing something wrong?

Do you ever feel guilty? There are times when you should,
because it’s good for you. If you never feel guilt, something is
probably wrong with your conscience. The Bible says, “For there
is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not”
(Ecclesiastes 7:20).

Of course, nobody enjoys guilt; yet everyone, if they have a normal
conscience, will experience it. So it shouldn't surprise us that popular
philosophy, and even some theology, tells us that all guilt is bad. Feel-
good preachers say we should try to prevent guilt from worrying our
minds no matter what we're doing or how evil it might be.

Yet no matter how stressful or uncomfortable guilt can be,
it's not always bad.

The Sense of the Soul

Obviously, it would be nice to live without pain. But the very
nerves that give you the sensations of pain also help you to expe-
rience pleasure. Even more, nerves keep us alive. Leprosy attacks
your nervous system and eventually kills the feeling in your
extremities. When those with this disease touch a hot stove and
burn their fingers, they don't know it. Amazingly, leprosy even
makes your eyes forget to blink! It's a very slight impression on
our nerves that tells us to lubricate our eyes. Without nerves, you




wouldn’t blink and you would be subject to dry eyes, becoming
more susceptible to infections or blindness. Little sensations of
pain are actually a blessing.

Likewise, while guilt doesn't feel good spiritually, it keeps your
conscience alive. Jesus called the Holy Spirit a Comforter, but He
also convicts the world of its sin (John 16:8). We can know the
Holy Spirit is working in our lives when we feel the sensation of
guilt that follows bad behavior. The sensation of remorse for sin
is often literally a sign from God of new spiritual life!

How to Respond to Guilt

Have you ever been gossiping to another person when the very
subject you're discussing walks into the room? You suddenly get
very quiet and talk as if you were just commenting on the weath-
er. Why that reaction? Guilt. Is that a good or bad reaction? Good.
You should be ashamed if you're gossiping!

When Peter preached that spirit-filled sermon at Pentecost,
one of the signs that it was effective is found in how his listen-
ers responded. “They were pricked in their heart” (Acts 2:37).
They were convicted, and they pleaded, “What shall we do?”

That was a good response. Peter could then talk to them about

repentance and forgiveness, but only after they sensed their guilt.

After Isaiah saw God, he cried out, “Woe is me! for | am undone;
because | am a man of unclean lips!” (Isaiah 6:5). When Isaiah
saw God’s holiness and goodness, he became aware of his bad-
ness, and then God cleansed him of sin.

The closer you draw to Christ, the more you will experience
impulses of guilt. That might sound like a paradox, but it's true.
The nearer you come to the Light, the more clearly you will see
the wrong things in your lifestyle that you may never have
noticed before—and you will probably feel guilt and shame.
But when you ask for forgiveness, you will experience grace and
peace. “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall
lift you up” (James 4:10).

Who's Really Guilty

In John 8, we read the well-known story of a woman caught in
adultery. Her accusers condemn her, saying to Jesus, “Now Moses
in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what
sayest thou?” But Jesus ignores their accusations, and stoops
down to write in the dust on the temple floor. As they continue

to press their case, Jesus finally
stands up and says, “He that is
without sin among you, f
let him first cast a 5 W
stone at her”” Jesus
i

then returns to
His writing.

-

The Bible next records, “And
they which heard it, being
convicted by their own
conscience, went out
one by one, beginning
at the eldest, even unto
the last” They felt guilt,
and they walked away.

| believe Jesus wrote
out the laws that these
men had themselves
broken, as each one was
specifically convicted
about their own
guilt. By contrast,
some of the guilty
react in anger
when they are con-
victed. Stephen was mur-
dered when religious leaders
heard his powerfully convict-
ing sermon; they were so
troubled that they
plugged their ears and
then stoned him to death
(Acts 7:57, 58).

We might need to ask
ourselves if our anger
toward another comes from
their wrongdoing or
because we resent that
their goodness makes
our badness stand out in
contrast. Are they simply reminding us of our guilt? In fact,
some people stay away from church because they want to avoid
places that will stir the unpleasant sensations of shame.

The Heart of Guilt

One of the best possible goals is to go though life feeling peace
and innocence before God. Job declares, “My righteousness | hold
fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long
as | live” (Job 27:6). The Bible says Job was a perfect and upright
man who feared God and hated evil, but | don't think Job claimed
to be sinless. But then why could he say that his heart was not
condemning him? Because whenever Job became aware of any
failure, he dealt with his sin, keeping his account right with God.
He sacrificed for himself and his family every day, so his heart
was always clear before the Lord.

Have you ever felt condemned by your own heart? Sometimes it
hits you like a bolt of lightning. Other times it might build slowly,
as if you know you are doing something wrong but are trying to
ignore it—until it begins to boil over and, all of a sudden, you
have an awful revelation. It's here we suddenly see ourselves
through God’s eyes. We feel guilty and condemned, and like
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David, we cry,“l have sinned!” The weeds of sin must be pulled
from the gardens of our hearts as soon as they sprout.

Yet what a wonderful thing when, like Job, our hearts don't
condemn us. “Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then we
have confidence toward God” (1 John 3:21).

False Guilt

Have you ever known somebody who felt guilty when they really
shouldn't—maybe even yourself? The devil is probably urging you
to feel shame about sins that have been forgiven. | once read a story
in which the devil appeared to Martin Luther with a list of Luther’s
sins listed on a scroll. The devil said, “Do you really think that God
can forgive all this? Youre a doomed man.” Luther saw the list and
thought, “Oh, there’s no hope for me?” But then he noticed that the
devil's hand was covering some words at the top of the scroll, so he
asked, “What is your hand covering?” The devil answered, “Nothing.
Just notice these sins here”” Luther demands,“Remove your hand in
the name of Jesus” And finally the devil took his hand away, reveal-

ing the words, “All under the blood””

Those sins were covered by Jesus’ blood,
but the devil still tried to make Luther
feel guilty for his past. Likewise,
most Christians are attacked by
the devil at some point in their
lives so they will feel this
same false guilt.
Maybe you've asked God
to forgive something you did
years before—and you've
asked a hundred times after.
But every time it comes
to your mind, you say,
. “Oh, Lord, forgive
me. I'm so sorry |
did that”” Yet each
time, you still feel
some guilt and continue
to punish yourself.
But really think about this—
is that feeling from God or the
devil? You need to remember
1John 3:21 and remind your-
self that if God has forgiven
you, you need to forgive your-
self. Otherwise, aren't you
somehow confessing that your
judgment is better than God’s?
Without faith, it’s impossi-
ble to please God. That
includes the faith that “He
is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins.” We must
i embrace forgiveness, just as
we should forgive others.

ih

Il
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The Un-forgiven Are Unforgiving

The town gossip invited a friend over for tea. Glancing out her
window, she watched her neighbor hang laundry on a clothesline.
The gossip shook her head

and said, “That lady’s house — |_| '
must be filthy because her | g E

laundry always looks dirty”
Her guest peered out the win-
dow and answered, “I don't
think it's her laundry that’s
dirty but your windows.”

| believe those who struggle
with guilt are the most critical
of others. People in the church
who constantly criticize their fellow
Christians are most likely the ones
who haven't learned to embrace God’s
forgiveness. They still feel guilty, so
they’re trying to alleviate their shame by pointing to the deficien-
cies of everybody else. If you can't forgive yourself even after God
has forgiven you, can you really forgive others?

The opposite is also true: The ones who have fully embraced
God’s grace, who are forgiven much, return that forgiveness to
others more abundantly. They have experienced God’s mercy, and
they are more Christ-like. Proverbs 28:1 emphasizes this truth:
“The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are
bold as a lion”

The guilty run from self-condemnation even though they aren't
being chased—Ilike a paroled thief who thinks the sheriff is still
stalking him. They’re plagued by a guilty conscience, while the
righteous, those who like Job are clean by the blood of the Lamb,
stand fast and offer grace to those in need.

Guilt From God or Man?

The first book of Peter counsels, “Having a good conscience,
that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your
good conduct in Christ may be ashamed” (3:16 NKJV). Peter is
writing to all those who are doing good and yet are suffering for
their moral behavior. A day is coming when the whole world will
try to make you feel bad about doing God’s will, as if you are a
traitor for not going along with their sinful ways. They will use
guilt as a weapon against God’s people—blaming them for the
calamities that befall the earth in the final days.

Peter says that if you are being persecuted for doing right, don't
be ashamed. Instead, let your false accusers be ashamed, because
it's not your problem. We too often allow the world to heap unde-
served shame on us because we are more concerned about what
it thinks than what God knows. \We would rather have acceptance
before man than a clear conscience before God. But as someone
said, “Guilt suggested by the judgment of men is a false guilt if it
does not receive inner support by a judgment of God.”

This dynamic can be seen during the church offering. As the
collection plate goes by, some are not able to give, but they know
people around them might be watching. So they reluctantly toss




A Clear Consclence—A

Jesus dedicated much of His ministry to healing people’s -
bodies from sickness brought on by guilt. Indeed, His physical
healing was often a symbol of forgiving their sin as much as it
was a cure for their actual ailment. People often unconsciously
make themselves ill because of their guilt. Science has clearly
substantiated what the Bible has long taught about the connec-
tion between shame, guilt, and sickness. “A merry heart doeth
good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones”
(Proverbs 17:22). 11} &

When Jesus healed somebody, He said, “Go i i‘
and sin no more.” He's saying there is a con-
nection between their sin and sickness, so
when He healed their disease, He also took
away their guilt.

A good attitude is a natural
remedy—those most positive
about their lives tend to
have an improved
immune system and bet-
ter odds of surviving a
major sickness. A merry
heart maketh a cheerful
countenance: but by sor-
row of the heart the spirit
is broken” (Proverbs 15:13).

A good, healing attitude is '
composed of trusting divine powe

something into the plate. The many empty envelopes treasurers
find in the offering speaks to this. But don't confuse the guilt that
the world wants to place on you with the guilt that comes from
disobeying God. They are two different things, and only one leads
to true redemption.

Steer Clear of Guilt

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

Of course, the ideal would be to never feel shame because
you're not doing anything to feel guilty about. Philip Brooks
writes, “Keep clear of the need of concealment. It's an awful hour
when the first necessity of hiding anything comes. The whole life
is different thenceforth. When there are questions to be feared
and eyes to be avoided and subjects which must not be touched
then the bloom of life is gone”

Christians ought to live lives that are crystal clear. It is possible
to live without feeling fear or shame because our sins are forgiven
and we are walking in the light with nothing to hide. No one can
be caught in a place he does not visit. If you live in the light,
you're not worried if somebody gets a hold of your computer

hard drive or file cabinet. Anytime you feel the need to hide
something, you should ask, “Should I be doing this?”

One great way to avoid guilt is by surrounding yourself with
spiritually honest people and activities. Reading the Bible with a
sincere heart and fellowshipping with other good Christians is a
proven way to practice living rightly and learning how to behave
according to the Word. You probably tend to be more cautious
about your actions at church than anywhere else because you're
conscious of God’s presence, o it’s good practice to remain in
that environment and attitude.

Often, my simply being a minister makes people feel guilty.
A mechanic working on my car might not use “angelic lan-
guage.” They’ll use profanity—until I mention that I'm a min-
ister. Instantly the language changes! Their sense of guilt is a
natural, healthy response. Likewise, when we walk conscious
of the presence of God, it keeps us on the path of life.

Good News for the Guilty

Mary was the disciple from
whom Jesus drove out seven
evil spirits. Someone at a feast
complains, “If Jesus was a
prophet, He wouldn't let this
woman touch Him because of who
she is!” That’s how dirty Mary’s
reputation was, yet who is the
one who first saw Jesus after the
resurrection? Not His mother or
John or James or even Peter—it
was Mary Magdalene.
Furthermore, He
picked her to go share
His message. Why?
Quite possibly, He
was trying to say
something about
guilt and shame.

The Lord uses people
who have these reputations.
Doesn't that speak to your heart some-
thing about feeling shame when the
Lamb has forgiven you? Doesn't it show
how you might treat others whom the
Lord has forgiven?

When Jesus went to the cross, He
endured our sins—but He also
took our guilt and shame.
Some Christians think that
Jesus took our sins, but
we still must feel the
shame. Yet even though
Jesus loves peace, He
was stripped and felt our
shame so that we might
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have that peace. He felt what every transgression ever commit-
ted has brought the world, and it tortured His spirit so that He
took our guilt on the cross.

“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not
imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the
word of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19 NKJV). This is good
news! God is not holding our sins over our heads. As we learned
earlier, sin and guilt go together, so Jesus died for your shame as
much as He died to cover your sins with His blood.

Jesus does not want you to feel guilty; rather, He has given
you a new heart. It's why He calls His children “born again”
Should a newborn baby feel guilty about the murders of
Ted Bundy? Of course not, because they are two different
people. It's the same way if you are born again—you're

thing a dead person did? When you're born again, you are made
new. Hebrews 4:16 gives you and me wonderful hope: “Let us
then approach the throne of grace with confidence so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
We can now come before the throne of God with boldness,
because Jesus took away our shame and guilt.

Grandpa took the whole family to the county fair where a pilot
was offering short rides in his two-seat biplane for 50 cents. After
much pleading and urging from the family, Grandma very reluc-
W tantly agreed to take a ride

in the “flying contraption””
For 15 thrilling minutes,
the pilot gave grandma a

not the same person that you were before.
This is so important to me as a
pastor, because the only way | can
stand before my church and dare
speak about Jesus and His gospel is
if I believe I'm not the same Doug
Batchelor who did despicable
things in the past. That's why
Jesus came to set us free. It's the
new birth concept—how can a
new person feel guilty about some-

,-ﬁ;-p,mdm;
Eidea
—

50¢

beautiful and scenic ride.
For the first time, she saw
from the air the town and
farms where she had spent
most of her life. After she landed, the family detected a sparkle
of excitement in grandma’s eyes. “We knew you would love it!”
the family chimed. Trying to save face, Grandma said, “I’ll have
you know, I never did put my full weight down!”
Friend, perhaps you are one of the millions who have accepted

Jesus'’ forgiveness but still feel you must carry the shame and
guilt. Why not put your full weight down now? ——
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Have you seen BibleUniverse.com’s new look? It has
all the wonderful Bible resources you love, but now with a new eye-catching
design sure to draw more seekers to the bountiful Bible truth within its
pages. Go to www.BibleUniverse.com to check it out.

It's a great Internet resource featuring a no-pressure environment for believ-
ers and non-believers who want the best tools to study and learn more about
Jesus. Please pray that the Holy Spirit will use our new site to help many come
to Christ and accept the three angels’ messages.

Want to help the Holy Spirit by advertising our new site
in a unique, easy, and fun way? Here are two great ideas:

1) A quick, inexpensive approach to direct family, co-
workers, friends, neighbors—ijust about anybody—is
getting a pack of our BibleUniverse witnessing cards to
pass out. You can also drop them into envelopes, pass
them out at county fairs or flea markets—the possibili-
ties are endless. They're just $3.95 for a pack of 100—
an efficient way to help others expand their universe!

2) We also offer our attention-grabbing BibleUniverse "
T-shirts—where you can go anywhere and make an invi- -‘!'-_'f; P,
tation without opening your mouth. The editor of Inside

Report has worn his T-shirt while shopping, and two retail

workers at different locations took notice and were very excited

about visiting the site! So we know it works! T

Call our order department at 800-538-7275 for more information and get
your hands on these powerful witnessing tools—and don't forget to ask for
a free BibleUniverse window sticker too!
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Through the prayers, encouragement, and support
of people like you, God has blessed Amazing Facts
ministry with an ever-increasing circle of influence. We have endeavored to
be singular and true to our mission: sharing the three angels’ messages in a
clear, convicting, and appealing manner.

Your gifts have allowed us to be on hundreds of radio and TV stations
worldwide and utilize evangelistic teams to minister nationwide to share
the gospel with millions. Your generosity has also allowed more than 65,000
to be enrolled in our Bible Correspondence School and has enabled 150
pastors and laity to train at our College of Evangelism this past year. Your
sacrifice has allowed us to produce hundreds of effective sharing books,
pamphlets, and audio- and videotapes for soul-winning and nurturing.

Because your commitment means so much to us, we want to be
faithful in our mission to others and give something back to you. An
Amazing Facts Gift Annuity allows us to do just that, offering donors
an assured fixed rate of income for life, an excellent rate of return, and
large tax benefits in exchange for a gift of cash, stocks, or bonds.

Each gift annuity established with Amazing Facts helps ensure your
financial security and our ability to continue sharing God’s last message
of mercy in these end-times.

IO TOU ana u::'!“-’!:c?.‘: 5!

If you would like to know more about Amazing
Facts Gift Annuities, please contact John Bridges,
Director of Planned Giving at 800-436-2695, ext.
3005, or Judy Schachten, Secretary, at ext. 3029.

SINGLE LIFE
GIFT ANNUITY PAYMENT RATES

AGE RATE | AGE RATE | AGE RATE

60 57%| 71 6.6 82 85
61 58 72 6.7 83 88
62 59 73 6.8 84 9.2
63 5.9 74 6.9 85 95
64 6.0 7571 86 99
65 6.0 76 7.2 87 10.2

66 6.1 77 74 88 10.6 Minimum for

one-life annuity:

67 6.2 78 1.6 89 110 $5,000

68 6.3 79 7.8 90+ 11.3 Mini .
inimum for

69 64 80 80 two-life annuity:

70 6.5 81 83 $10,000

Recommended by the American Council
on Gift Annuities. Effective July 1,2003.
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You are invited to meet the members of Amazing Facts evangelism team at any
one of the following locations. This schedule is subject to change without notice,
so please call Amazing Facts to confirm appointments or get more information.

' Doug Batchelor
November 7 — November 15
Visions for Life: Korea
Seoul, Korea

October 4 at 4 p.m. Pacific
Positive Life Radio Interview

g John Bradshaw
October 17 — November 22
Clarksville Church
Clarksville, Tennessee
Call 931-648-3314 for details.

v Byron Corbett
October 10 — November 8
Holiday Inn
9175 West Stockton Boulevard
Elk Grove, California

' Eric Flickinger
September 5 — October 11
Middletown Middle School
100 High Street
Middletown, Maryland

October 24 — November 28
Clarion Inn

1209 North Walton Boulevard
Bentonville, Arkansas

v Lowell Hargreaves
September 5 — October 11
County Fairgrounds
801 South 10th Avenue
Hanford, California

October 24 — November 29
Courtyard by Merriot

136 Marsh Hill Road
Orange, Connecticut

' Tyler Long
September 12 — October 11
Skyline High School
600 East Mountain View Avenue
Longmont, Colorado

October 24 — November 22
Lakeport Church

1111 Park Way

Lakeport, California

v Brian McMahon

September 5 — October 11
Beaverton Church

14645 Southwest Davis Road
Beaverton, Oregon

October 24 — November 29
Lincoln Northside Church
1800 North 73rd Street
Lincoln, Nebraska

' David Morgan
September 5 — October 4
Washington Shrine Club/Old VFW Hall
600 Memorial Drive
Bogalusa, Louisiana

October 17 — November 15
Community Bank

1325 Harrison Street
Batesville, Arkansas

v Jason Morgan
September 5 — October 11
Ameri Suites
6021 Southwest 6th Avenue
Topeka, Kansas

October 17 — November 21
Henderson, Kentucky
Call 270-826-7720 for details.

vRaweI Moringlane
September 5 — October 11
Tehachapi, California
Call 805-822-1174 for details.

v Jack Pefley
September 3 —6:
Ramada Inn, 2727 6th Avenue SE
Aberdeen, South Dakota
September 9 -13:
Community Building, 299 N. Main
Parker, South Dakota
September 16 — 20:
Visitors Center, 650 E. Capitol
Pierre, South Dakota
September 23 -27:
Civic Center, 444 Mt. Rushmore Rd.
Rapid City, South Dakota
September 30 — October 4:
Civic Center, 601 E. Sweet Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota
October 7-11:
City Hall, 101 1st Street SW
Bowman, North Dakota

> Dennis Priebe

September 5, 6:

Uniondale Church, New York
September 13:

Pilgrim’s Tabernacle Church
Hempstead, New York
October 17-19:

Hartland Institute Convocation
Rapidan, Virginia

> Mike Troxell

September 5 — October 11
Pine Bluff Convention Center
2 Convention Center Plaza
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

PLEASE NOTE: If you would like to schedule an Amazing Facts evangelistic series
or a weekend of revival meetings in your church, please contact the evangelism

department at Amazing Facts by phone at 916-434-3880 or by mail.
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mazing Facts is saddened, yet pleased, to announce that
Gary Gibbs, formerly the evangelism coordinator of
Amazing Facts, joined Adventist Television Network
(ATN) in July to serve as their associate director. Gibbs will be
responsible for marketing and development with ATN as well as
sharing in many other areas of planning and leadership.

Gibbs takes with him a wealth of experience in international evangel-
ism, administration, and strategic planning for international broadcast-
ing. During the last 10 years, Gibbs has played a significant role in the
growth of Amazing Facts as a major television and radio ministry.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my 10 years at Amazing Facts. It has
been an immeasurable blessing to work with three extremely intelli-
gent, gifted, and spiritual leaders: Joe Crews, Bill May, and Doug
Batchelor. I have personally grown through the relationships with
each of these men and count them as close friends. The past eight
years with Doug has been an especially fulfilling time in ministry.
Doug has done a great job, and we look forward to working together
in the future in my new capacity;” says Gibbs.

UPDATE "% |
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Gibbs and his wife Sherilyn have two chil-
dren, Carrisa, age 2, and Christina, born May
23 of this year. Gibbs became a member of
God's end-time church as a teenager after
attending a public evangelistic meeting. God
revolutionized his life and gave him a passion
for ministry. Gibbs has worked as a literature
evangelist, Bible instructor, public evangelist, and pastor. Gibbs has
twice worked for Amazing Facts; once as an evangelist and, for the last
10 years, as evangelism coordinator and assistant director. He also
served as the director of the Amazing Facts College of Evangelism,
which trains a number of evangelists and Bible workers each year.
“Amazing Facts is truly doing a wonderful work for God unlike any
other ministry;’ adds Gibbs.“So it is with mixed emotions that I say
‘goodbye’ ... sad to leave a ministry that I love, but glad to know that
God has made it clear what | am to do”

ATN will soon begin broadcasting globally around the clock. Gibbs
will be a member of the programming committee and will develop
ATN’s distribution throughout North America. He will draw heavily
from his experience in organizing and managing large international
evangelistic efforts such as Visions for Life 2002: Africa, 2001 Grace
Odyssey in the Philippines, Reach India "97, NET "99 in New York,

The Next Millennium SatelLIGHT Seminar in 1997, and others.

“Starting a worldwide television network holds tremendous potential.
We will have a platform to speak to the world about God'’s last-day mes-
sage. ATN's mission is to evangelize and disciple, and is in total harmo-
ny with the mission | believe God has called me to do;” says Gibbs.
“While I leave Amazing Facts with sincere sorrow, I ook to the future
with hopeful anticipation. | feel God has used me at Amazing
Facts during a very exciting time and that my work is now to
move and assist His work in another arena;” he adds.

Gibbs has been published in a number of church period-
icals and is the author of a number of books, available
from Amazing Facts, such as, Winsome Witnessing,
Winsome Studies in Prophecy, Coming One World
Church, Return To Sodom, The Beast: Who Will
Worship 1t?, and Abomination of Desolation. ——
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I onviction was oppressing Rosfa and Salvador. For years they
had been living together, though they knew it was wrong.
They wanted to set a good example for their two little daugh-
w ters,and they knew they needed to come back to Godl.

Then a nearby church announced upcoming Bible study meetings
with some visiting Americans! Rosia and Salvador chose the second
row from the front as theirs, and faithfully attended. When Dawn
Fullerton, an AFCOE graduate, gave an appeal for those who wanted
to re-consecrate their lives to God, two of the first hands to be
raised—first separately, then tightly clasped together—belonged to
Rosia and Salvador. For their family, this would be a new start.

Rosfa and Salvador joined several other couples journeying about
three hours away to obtain official birth certificates in order to get
married. With the help of the church, they were able to marry in time
for the baptism on Sabbath. Tears filled many eyes as, faces glowing,
they leaped from the waters of baptism into each other’s arms!

An AFCOE team of 20 students, former students, and other mis-
sion team members (including translators) had only nine days in
which to share the gospel with many hungry souls in Mexico. Bible
study lessons had been sent in advance for church members to share
with their contacts in preparation for the meetings. The group was
divided into teams between eight small churches across Ensenada
and San Vicente to reap bountiful blessings from these studies, the
church members’ pre-work, and the work of the Spirit of God.

Kevin Sears and David Johnson’s tiny church had only one visi-
tor on opening night. However, soon young people poured in
from the surrounding impov-

erished area. One young man
of about 17 had been dealing
drugs, though his family
members had recent-
ly joined this
church. He
brought friends,
and all insisted
they needed

El Camino A

Cristo (Steps

to Christ). In
the end, he
was one of the
most decisive bap-
tismal candidates. He
wanted a new life, and
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was ready to count the
cost. In fact, he warned
his friends of the
requirements so zealous-
ly that the listening
translator feared he
might drive them away!
But several of his friends
joined him in his deter-
mination to follow the

Jesus they had met in
Steps to Christ and the
nightly meetings.

In all, 25 were baptized
at the end of our short
meetings, and about 25
more were preparing for
baptism when we left.
Not all of those waiting
for baptism had been
able to get their legal marriage certificates yet, but all were excited
about their new start in life. More than 60 students graduated from
the Amazing Facts Bible study course and hundreds more are cur-
rently studying the lessons!

On the final Sabbath, a church rally gathered people from the
entire city for an all-day spiritual high, including the graduation
of Bible study contacts and the afternoon baptism. One man who
was baptized testified before the audience afterward, saying that
he had read the Bible many times, trying to understand God. But
hearing these messages had transformed his understanding of
God’s love. He expressed tremendous gratitude for the AFCOE
team'’s willingness to sacrifice to come and share the gospel with
him. Most of the mission team members could not understand
his Spanish, but all could understand the tears of another,
awoman who could hardly choke out words. She wept with joy
as she told that she had seen Jesus in these people who had come
to speak, and her life had been changed.

The meetings in Mexico were unforgettable, and we know that
our AFCOE graduates will carry their enthusiasm to other fields
in the Master’s vineyard.

Please pray for all our students as they seek to transform lives in
the name of Jesus. And please continue to support the ministry of
AFCOE with your prayers and gifts.
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Ecclesiastical Megalomania
John W. Robbins. Human freedom
is intrinsically tied to religion. Learn
how the church of Rome, through
official pronouncements, is subtly
destroying the values necessary to
preserve a world free to worship
by its own conscience. Highly rec-
ommended for anyone interested
in preserving human liberty!

Heaven
E.G. White. Find hope and purpose
like never before in this amazing vol-
ume about heaven from one of the
faith’s most inspired writers. Learn
what the saved will do in heaven,
what it will look like, and
how that experience can
begin right here on earth.
A wonderful collection that
will make you homesick for
a place you've never seen!

BK-HEAV ... $14.99
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What is the truth behind the claims
of one of Christianity’s most contro-
versial denominations? In a clear,
concise way, learn about Ellen
White and the purpose of Adventism
in the last days. Great for sharing!

BK-WISDA ... $5.95
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The Law and the Sabbath
Allen Walker. If Christians are under grace and not
the law, how can the Sabbath be relevant today?

Do the Ten Commandments have any place in the new
covenant experience? Get solid, scriptural answers
about this sacred truth swirling under fierce controversy
in today’s church. Foreword by Joe Crews.

BK-LAS ... $9.95 |
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Jewels in the Sand
Peggy Dameron.
Christians, and Jews, need to understand the mean-
ings behind the sanctuary and its services. An easy-
to-understand, beautiful presentation of its signifi-
cance in these end-times. BK-JISA ... $9.99

Capturing the Pagan Mind
Peter Jones. The church is under
attack from user-friendly paganism
that’s overwhelming the nation.
Learn how the apostle Paul dealt
with this same crisis in the early
church. He never panicked or
changed his message, but he acted
quickly as we must. You'll find out
how the gospel can transform
even the most occultfilled minds.

Hardcover BK-CTPM ... $24.99

Pagan Traditions

David Ingraham. Learn the chill-
ing and stunning origins of
Christianity’s most popular tradi-
tions and holidays. Years of
research will help you discern
idolatry and even occult prac-
tices pervading the church. But
more important, it will give you
the keys to avoid them and stay

near to God. gy prR .. $6.95

How to Be a i
Victorious Christian

Thomas A. Davis. Jesus wants His
people to have real victory over sin.
Learn how in this simple but convict-
ing step-by-step guide that will show
last-day believers how to be true over-
comers. Jesus will live again in your
heart in this practical, inviting journey!

BK-HBVC ... $12.95

How -JI"J"._-HE A
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Learning to Walk With God

fulfilling and abundant life.
BK-LWWG ... $13.99

THE
NAPERAL

{XF THE

HOEY 5PN . ..
- The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
. Dennis Smith. What is the baptism of
AN S5 the Holy Spirit, and is it something

Christians can still experience today?

% Shoul, L We

e i
Should We Ever _LI t _‘H' 'Ia: P
Say “l Am Saved”? | | S
Herbert Douglass. Pick
up this compelling jour-
ney into the very nature
of every Christian’s sal-
vation, and your rela-
tionship with God will
never be the same. Powerful
study based on years of per-
sonal discovery of what it
means to be truly assured of
salvation. If you long to be a
happy child of God, delivered
from doubt and filled with
faith, get this book! Excellent
for sharing with anyone unsure
about God’s saving grace in
their lives.

BK-SWES ... $12.99

out this special anointing
and discovered a new forti-
fied spiritual life that would

against the enemy. “A must-

read book for every
Christian who wants
to be ready for

BK-BOHS ... $7.99

Abide in Me

N.A. Woychuk. Understanding Christ’s
supreme invitation to His followers
enables us to have a sublime relation-
ship with the Father full of supernatural

power. Learn how to
Ndde

experience this spe-
cial spiritual connec-
tion in this thought-
provoking journey
that will draw you
closer to Him.

BK-AIME ... $9.95

Dwight Hall. Dwight wanted a practical, heart-changing walk
with God like Enoch, Moses, and Elijah had. He was living the
American dream, but he lacked real peace, meaning,
and purpose. A rousing story of God’s power and
grace, and a life-changing guide to a more

—

Learn how one family sought

prepare them for every battle

Christ’s second coming!”

Life After 9/11

Rich Cavaness. In one tragic day,
millions across the nation felt the
same cosmic shockwave that
changed everything. Come to grips
with this powerful force in your life
by exploring five key spiritual les-
sons learned from 9/11. You will
find lasting peace in this age of
chaos. A great book for sharing
with new seekers!

BK-LA911 ... $6.95

Patience in the Midst

of Trials & Afflictions

Samuel Koranteng-Pipim. Even the
most faithful Christians will experience
hurt, sorrow, and loss. Explore this
insightful look into the nature of
patience and why God permits tribu-
lation. Learn how to trust in God—no
matter what happens here on earth.
An inspirational source of encourage-
ment for you and your loved ones.

The Sanctified Life
Bible Study Guide
Merlin Beerman. Are you
tired of spiritual games?
Are you ready to surrender
all to Jesus? Through the

lives of Daniel, John, and

Jesus, you'll find a deep-
er relationship with God. Great for
group or individual study!

BK-SLSG ... $2.49

memorial edition.
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Creeping Compromise ‘
Joe Crews. With his unique, straightfor-
ward style, Crews addresses some of the
most sensitive and controversial issues in
a bold, uncompromising approach. Sure
to challenge and inspire you to the high-
est standards of Christian living. New

BK-CCME ... $10.95

BK-PITM ... $10.99
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Confrontation

CONFRONTATION

influential writers.
BK-CONFR ... $6.99
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Winsome Witnessing

Gary Gibbs. The former director of
AFCOE teaches you the simple skills to
lead others to Christ, gives insights to
revitalize your church, and much more.
Be an effective, confident, and inspired
soul-winner with these proven, life-chang-
ing strategies.

BK-WW ... $10.95

E.G. White. Christ faced the devil’s
most enticing temptations in the
wilderness. Now learn the secret of
Jesus’ victory—and how it can be
yours today. Get spiritual strength
and courage in your struggles with
sin from one of Christianity’s most

The Homosexual Agenda
Alan Sears & Craig Osten.
" A fascinating exposé into the

homosexual movement and
its rising activism. A timely
- book for Christians con-
cerned about losing their
. religious freedoms.

Why | Left the
Contemporary
Christian Music
Movement

Dan Lucarini.
Contemporary Christian
music has become a
powerful force in worship
and youth outreach—nbut
at what price? An hon-
est, uncompromising spir-
itual journey into one of
today’s most deceptive problems in the

church from the wise counsel of a onetime rock
musician now determined to honor the Lord

and seek reformation. BK-WILC .. $14.95
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Drums, Rock, and Worship
Karl Tsatalbasidis. Explores the com-
plex relationship of today’s church
and modern music in
worship, especially the
drum set. Is rock music
justifiable praise, or is

it a dangerous compro-
mise? A call to reform
that will change attitudes
and win hearts!

BK-DRW ... $5.95

BK-HAGE ... $14.99

The Wedding Ring

Clyde Morgan. The issue of the wed-
ding ring has plagued the church’s unity

since its beginning.
Get an inside look
into how one
church is handling
the growing contro-
versy of jewelry in
Christianity—and
receive a call for
faithful purity in all
aspects of life.

BK-WR ... $4.95
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II'.-Il:’s About People []
Jim Hohnberger. Learn how to share your faith .P]I
in a powerful new way by remaining loving
and compassionate even with those who dis- |
agree with you and your faith. Learn that how S
Jesus treated those who would not receive
Him was just as important as the truth He
taught. An excellent resource for anyone
who values people above politics, yet has
a passionate zeal to uphold the truth.
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Maximum Marriage

Peggy and Roger Dudley.
Strengthen your marriage bond

tual and practical insights that

with your spouse in loving, con-
structive ways. A treasure
trove of wisdom from
28 happily married
couples just like you.

BK-MMAR ... $12.99

and glorify God as you learn spiri-

help you work through differences

The Richest Caveman
Doug Batchelor. The
extraordinary true story of
Doug Batchelor, president
of Amazing Facts, the son
of a millionaire father and
show-business mother. Find ="
out how God turned a Lﬁ"
rebellious teenager living in B
a cave into a tremendous
soul-winner for Jesus Christ.
BK- RCM ... $7.95

Also in Spanish!
BK-RCMS ... $7.95

The Bxhesd
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Revitalize Your Marriage

lim Hohnberger. Rediscover the rea-
sons you married your love by rekin-
dling the flames and removing the
thorns that have gotten in the way of
your God-given relationship. A beau-
tiful gift for any couple.

BK-RYM ... $0.95

Janice’s Attic:

Songbook for Kids

Now you can play all of the uplifting,
Christ-centered music your family has
come to love from the popular lanice's
Attic Songs for Kids music CD. Songs
are divided by topic and are easy to
learn and fun to play. Guitar chords
are included.

BK-JASK ... $12.99
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The Many Loves of Marriage
Thomas & Nanette Kinkade. Get an
intimate glimpse into the loving mar-
riage of the Kinkade family. A ten-
der, faithful, luminous volume explor-
ing marriage comes alive and will
brighten the spirits of all who journey
into its pages.

Hardcover BK-MLOM ... $22.99

Robby

The Book of Amazing Facts,
Volume 1

Since 1994, Pastor Doug
Batchelor has been using histori-
cal, scientific, and other amazing
facts to illustrate truths of the Bible.
And now many of his popular
facts have been compiled into one
volume! So whether you're prepar-
ing a sermon, need an attention-
grabber for a children’s story, or
just enjoy interesting trivia, this
book is sure to be a wonderful
resource in your home or office.

BK-BOAF ... $9.99

Velma Craven Meyer. A remarkable, touching true
story of a special friendship between a robin and his
human family. Revisit Eden and get a unique glimpse
into the life of one of God's small creatures that will
open a window into the coming paradise.

BK-ROBB ... $7.99

Messages to Young People Study Guide

on earth and into eternity.
BK-MYPSG ... $12.95

E.G. White. The children growing up in today’s world are under
attack from every direction, from violent video games, scandalous
clothing, and sensual music and films. This powerful, convicting,
and informative study guide will challenge them to glorify God
even under intense peer pressure, preparing them for their futures
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The King of the North at Jerusalem

Louis F. Were. Dive into this in-depth study of the
mysterious Bible prophecy of the king of the north
as found in the book of Daniel, and the correspon-
ding prophecies from Revelation. From one of
Australia’s most-beloved evangelists comes a clear,
biblical understanding of the identity of this much-
debated, hotly contested individual.

BK-KOTN ... $7.95

Winsome Studies in Prophecy :'H'Et:.l:ig.@ The Last Elijah Message:
Gary Gibbs. Finally, a simpler way ':_n'ni:aldi_-._f-:i_. ; Essentials for Revival
‘ Frophecy! Pastor Doug Batchelor’s newest book reveals
. N the great secrets of true revival in inspirational
' vignettes that will stir and convict your heart.
In a time of troubling spiritual laziness, the
church must wake up and commit to those
You'll have the confidence to reach even facets of faith that will bring it into harmony
the most stubborn skeptics! ‘ | [ _ with God’s great plan. A musthave for church
. . B leaders and laity who want to lift up the soul
BRWSIP .. $14.95 | ‘ e o their church into God’s heavenly care.
BK-LEM ... $11.99 _
s The Rapture Plot Lhve \hrtmmend €k 1
Dave MacPherson. For 165 years, self-proclaimed scholars have I BI
hidden, through cover-ups and historical revisionism, the heretical PEOH—{EC}!
PL[_}T ‘491 origins of the pre-ribulation rapture. Discover from a leading _
expert on end-time theory and origin how plagiarism and subtle { )

text manipulation created the “mother of all revisionisms.”
“%EHEET BK-RPLO ... $17.95

CHEONICLES ‘
The Antichrist Chronicles ‘ |
Steve Wohlberg. A follow-up to the powerful Truth ‘
Left Behind that sets the popular, errorilled Left
Behind series on its ear! This thoroughly researched,
biblically supported study uncovers what other The lllustrated Guide to
prophecy teachers aren't telling you. Bible Prophecy
BK-ACHR ... $4.95 By understanding biblical history
g and current events, we will be
able to stand in that great day
of crisis. This study of Daniel and
Revelation presents a brief expla-
nation of important biblical
prophecies and vital truths with
illustrations. A great resource for
group Bible study, evangelism,
prison ministries, and witnessing.

BK-IGBP ... $6.95

to share the Bible’s 27 most amazing
prophecies with friends, family, and Bible
students. You'll get the actual words to
say in these easy-to-follow presentations
with the best Bible texts at your fingertips.

by Eary Edlahe

The Gift of Prophecy
Carlyle B. Haynes. Is it possible to know the
future? From tabloid-filled checkout stands to sen-
sational films and TV programs, everyone is talk-
ing about the future—but who should you
believe? In this timely book, you’ll find out what
the Bible says about the end-times and also the
biblical tests in determining a true prophet.

BK-GOPR ... $9.95
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Quick-n-Easy Natural Recipes

Lorrie Knutsen. Get ready for some tasty meals without all the has-
sle. These healthy, natural recipes for every occasion use only a
handful of ingredients and take just minutes to prepare. Includes
delicious delights such as cobbler biscuits, hearty vegetable stew,
picnic fruit bars, carob ice cream, and much more!

BK-GENR ... $2.95

100% Vegetarian

Julianne Pickle. Yes! It's finally here—the
cookbook you've been waiting for! Eat
naturally and inexpensively straight from
your local grocery store. Delicious, easy-
Simply Vegan R to-prepare, 100-percent vegetarian
Debra Wasserman. A selection of recipes will promote a healthier and
over 160 recipes for preparing quick happier lifestyle for you and your family.
vegetarian meals that are healthy and BK-100V ... $7.95

environmentally sound. Also features ‘

sample menus, rare vegan ingredients,
and an extensive section on various
topics of vegan nutrition.

BK-SVEG ... $12.95
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A Taste of Heaven
Kyong C. Weathersby. Eat happily and
healthfully using these delicious vegetarian
recipes for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.
This delightful cookbook features dairy- and
cholesterol-free dishes that your whole fam-
ily will enjoy. Also includes a short guide
to home remedies and a helpful glossary of cook-

ing resources. BK-TOH ... $11.95

Bill's Best Kept Secrets
Savor the rich flavor of food
without using unhealthy,
damaging ingredients such
as fats, sugars, and salts.
Plant-based diets are
proven to be the best for
you, so enjoy this great
cookbook that will benefit
even the newest believers

in God’s diet plan!

1 Country Life Vegetarian Cookbook
Now you can enjoy in your own home the delicious
and nutritious recipes from the international kitchens of
BK-BBKS ... $12.99 Country Life vegetarian restaurants. Cholesterol-free, heart-healthy meals
will have you looking forward to every mealtime. Includes such treats as
vegetable pot pies, strawberry shortcake, enchiladas, and more!

BK-CLVC ... $9.95
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Of These Ye May Freely Eat

JoAnne Rachor. Considered one of the very best
vegetarian cookbooks, this Bible-centered resource
features more than 250 recipes. Every dish is eco-
nomical, low in calories, cholesterol free, and deli-
cious. Unique sections include tofu recipes, drying
food, and much more. BK-OTYM .. $2.95

=

£
4
-
=

|
|
|NSIRT SepT/OcT 2003




H_eglth § More

You Can Be Tobacco Free!

Kay Collins. Smoking’s impact is
measured by more than just society’s
e health costs—it heaps misery on indi-
. ""_‘-' o vidual lives. But there is hope for those who
A want to quit! Quickly overcome the deadliest

poison in America. BK-YCBT ... $9.95

Mystical Medicine
Warren Peters, M.D. To achieve great
health, we must understand the relationship
between the mind, body, and spirit and go beyond
superficial evaluations. But we must also avoid the
pitfalls of psuedo-science and spiritualism that are
infiltrating the medical world. Learn how to achieve
the “whole man” without falling prey to the devil.

BK-MMED ... $7.95

I
|
Answers to Difficult
Bible Texts

Understand the Bible’s most-
perplexing passages!
BK-ANS ... $3.95
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Anything But Secret!

Doug Batchelor. The amazing

Bible truth about the end-
time rapture!

BK-ABS ... $0.95

The Armor of God

Doug Batchelor. The perfect
resource for getting ready for
the coming time of trouble.
BK-AOG ... $0.95

The Beast, the Dragon,
and the Woman

loe Crews. Learn the truth
behind the end-times’ most
influential players.

BK-BDW ... $1.95

The Sign of Jonah

Doug Batchelor. Discover Jesus
all over again in this new look
at God?’s reluctant prophet.
BK-SOJ ... $0.95

The Trinity ‘
Doug Batchelor. Finally, the
Godhead biblically explained.
Great for sharing!

BK-TRIN ... $0.95

Who Is Michael the
Archangel?

Doug Batchelor. Who is this
mysterious being—the answer
will surprise and delight you!
BK-WMA ... $0.95

Spiritual Israel Who Will Sing the Song?

If items Add for shipping i
ordered total: and handling
$0 to $20.00 ....$4.95
$20.01 to $50.00 ....$7.50 +
$50.01 to $100.00 ...$11.25
$100.01 & up ...15% of total
5zingfacts.org
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God’s Healing Way

Mary Ann McNeilus, M.D. Recognizing
God as the Great Healer is the ultimate
and immediate source of all healing. With
this foundation, gain practical insights into
healing the body naturally using simple
methods and learn the stunning secrets
behind true healthy living God’s way.

BK-GHWA ... $11.95

Get Well at Home

Richard Hansen, M.D. Treat your body
better today with this detailed hand-
book for true preventative medicine
and natural lifestyle changes. Great
for the layperson and experienced
medical practitioners alike, you'll learn
to know common symptoms, adminis-
ter home remedies, and cooperate
better with nature and your physician.

BK-GWAH ... $19.95

Doug Batchelor. Two Jews dis-
pel the deceptive Israel myth.
BK-SI ... $0.95

California residents please add 7.25% sales tax.
For orders shipped outside the USA, add 20% of subtotal
(minimum $7.50) for additional foreign postage.

Doug Batchelor. Understand God’s
plan for the mysterious 144,000.
BK-WWSS ... $0.95
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Prophecy’s Final 4 VHS
Pastor Doug clarifies the popular mis-
conceptions regarding the tribulation,

m—

AL w5

FggL

rapture during the second coming.
Each of the four topics is rich with
Scripture and illustrated with spectacu-
lar graphics, answers tough prophecy
questions, and will build your faith.
Great series for sharing with friends!

VS-PF4 ... $39.95

Incredible Creatures that
Defy Evolution | DVD

Enter the fascinating world of
God’s amazing animals to reveal
sophisticated, complex designs
that shake the very foundations
of evolutionary theory. Presents
powerful evidence that proves
we have a loving Creator. Learn
about the miracle of the geckos’
sticky feet, the giraffe’s amazing
neck, and the extraordinary bom-
bardier beetle! Great for sharing
with skeptics!

.$22.99

DV-ICTD1 ..

The Antichrist Chronicles DVD
! ICLES Steve Wohlberg. Discover what
{lm‘.q |—|.|||.|"-'='|' prophecy teachers aren't telling you
about the rapture and the Antichrist
in this dynamic 12-part video now
on 2 DVDs! Contains special fea-
tures and easy navigation that will
enrich your learning experience.

God’s Mighty Men VHS ot r’
Using stories of the mighty men of 'lirl ;

the Bible, Pastor Doug calls men
the 144,000, the millennium, and the  to holiness, personal responsibility,
and to live godly lives. This can-
did, and sometimes convicting,
presentation is entertaining and
inspiring. Guaranteed to touch the
hearts of men who want to lead
their families, churches, and com-
munities in Christlike fashion.

| VSGMM.. $39.95 \ ‘

Incredible Creatures that
Defy Evolution Il DVD
The exciting sequel continues to
destroy evolutionary thought by
exploring bird migration, fireflies,
deep-diving great whales, animal
regeneration, and other creation
mysteries that leave evolutionists
speechless. Will inspire you to
explore your world and share your
faith boldly and intelligently.

DV-ICTD2 ... $22.99

Pop Goes the Music VHS

Frank Garlock. A stirring call
for Christians to evaluate
music by biblical principles
and not by preference. Up-
to-date video with material
well documented from both
communication experts and
musicians.

VT-PGM ... $24.95

DV-ACHR ... $79.95
The Search for the Real Mt. Sinai DVD

Exploration Films. Journey side by side with two explorers who take
an incredible expedition into the blistering Arabian desert and turn
up what might be one of the greatest Bible discoveries in history.

Features smuggled video footage, expert commentary, and special
features. A faith-building adventure that will give you goose bumps!

DV-SFRMS ... $22.99
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Evidences:

The Record and the Flood VHS
Join a thrilling factfinding mission that
renews confidence in the Bible’s
account of a global flood. Journey
from the bottom of the Red Sea all the
way to the Grand Canyon and expe-
rience breathtaking photography and

Evidences lI:
The Tale of a Trilobite VHS
See how fossils, our only tangible
source of life’s history, support the spe- j
cial creation and undermine evolu- N‘E}
tion. Hundreds of fossils, from tiny i
plants to giant animals, provide an
eye-opening backdrop for this amazing
investigation. Great for sharing with detailed animations that prove the
doubting friends and family. biblical story with compelling science.
3 A great resource for Sabbath schools
VT-ERF2 .. $29.95 The Seventh Day, Part 1 VHS only or for skeptical friends who needs to
One of the most comprehensive presentations build trust in the Bible.
of the Sabbath truth ever produced for mass VT-ERF .. $29.95
media. This powerful documentary will broaden ] .
your understanding and strengthen your faith. Janice’s Attic:

Hosted by Hal Holbrook. y.gp1 .. $24.95 Songs for Kids
' Get the best children’s Christian

The Seventh Day, Part 2 VHS or DVD music especially created to point

. S . them to Jesus. These catchy favorites
Exposes the political and religious intrigue behind will keeb vour kids sinaing alon
the Saturday-Sunday controversy in the early Py ging 9

Christian church. Hosted by Hal Holbrook. R 17 ,hat;ﬁghénagargigst I%S;ggiseﬁze

VT-SD2 .. $24.95 DV-SD2 .. $24.95 nature, how to keep their

body machines in tip-top
The Seventh Day, Part 3 VHS or DVD_ shape, and much more.
Go beyond the legends and myths of church history to learn

! ' Educational fun for the
how God’s heroes kept the Sabbath holy despite persecution. whole family. Song book

Hosted by Hal Holbrook. VT-SD3 ... $24.95 || available on page 18!
Advindication DV-SD3 ... $24.95 ‘"----_._________-_-_-_-I CD-JASK ... $12.95
Doug Batchelor.
One of our most popu- Joe Crews Classic Radio Sermons
lar audiotape series is ﬁmﬂm Joe Crews. Finally, get all the spiritfilled wisdom you've
now available on CD :'F-':I-"I"w""ﬂ always loved from the founder of Amazing Facts, the late
for the first time! — Joe Crews—all in one truly amazing collection! You will
Pastor Doug uses R : enjoy this stirring series of
powerful biblical evi- = dynamic sermons that cover

dence to defend key

doctrines entrusted to God’s
endtime church, including obedi-
ence, Sabbath, health, and
more. Set of 6 CDs.

CD-AVIN ... $39.95

= [w m'm a wide array of Christian
) i oS ¥ N topics in his unique,
e Z = straightforward style.
________ A perfect companion
Z5. /' piece for Sabbath study
= or for Bible studies with
friends and family. 50 life-
changing programs on 10 audio CDs!

CD-CRS ... $44.95

Also on on audiotape!
AJ-CRS .. $29.95

KJV Audio Bible

The Bible will come alive with the highest
quality narrated audio-Bible on the market
today. Andrew Zorsky's word-for-word read-
ing is impeccable and easily understood.
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" very good friend of mine has two grandsons who
Faiy keep their grandpa spellbound. One day, the two
w4 beloved little ones were over for a visit, and he was
- enjoying watching them and thinking about how things
were like when he was a boy—playing outside and running all over
the neighborhood. All these childhood memories brought an urge
in him to play with the boys. “Hey guys, do you want to play tag
with grandpa?” He asked.

“No” they answered, and instead ran off to get the Monopoly
game. They dragged it from a storage shelf and brought it into the
living room with a suggestion of their own. “Grandpa,” they said,
“Let’s play charity! We'll have the money, and you be the person
who needs something.”

And so, they went around the house finding reasons to give him
money. “You need food, grandpa,” they would say, or “You need some
help with the house” and then give him play cash to help out.

As you can imagine, the scene just warmed my friend’s heart.
He wrote what a wonderful world it might be if more of us
played charity.

The Heart of God

What touches the heart of our heavenly Father? Do you under-
stand the feeling I'm describing? You've probably experienced it
yourself. When a child comes to you and throws their arms around
your neck or a friend drops by with a gift ... just because ... a feel-
ing of warmth washes over you. You are touched, you feel loved, and
you experience something that reverberates in your heart.

In Scripture, an event in the life of Jesus reveals what touches
God. Before we explore that, remember this simple premise: When
we see Jesus, we see God. Hebrews says Jesus is “the brightness of
[God’s] glory and the express image of His person” (1:3 NKJV).
Jesus is an exact representation of God, so He provides a window
into the heart of God.

In Mark 12:41-44, the Bible records that Jesus sits down opposite
the place in which offerings were collected to watch the crowd—the
God of the universe settling in for a little people watching.

24

By PAsTOR WALT GROFF

Walt Groff is the senior pastor of Sunset Oaks church in Rocklin, California. Recently,
his church hosted an Amazing Facts’ evangelistic seminar with speaker John Bradshaw,
alongside students and faculty of Amazing Facts' College of Evangelism.

Try to picture His surroundings as people crowd into the temple
precincts: hundreds of sandals slapping the limestone floor, dust ris-
ing in small puffs with each footfall. Jesus seems to be expecting
something to happen. By contrast, the disciples who are milling about
nearby seem too busy with their own thoughts to notice anything.

Two Pennies

Across from the Beautiful Gate, coins tumble over one another in
the collection of temple offerings. All manner of men come to place
their offerings, and indeed, all visitors to the temple may come this
far to give, but only Jewish men may proceed through the Beautiful
Gate. Yet it is here that God has come to be close to His people.

The Bible says, “Many who were rich put in much.” But Jesus is not
impressed by these gifts. For so many, the act of giving is about the
drama of tinkling coins and the art of being recognized as a gener-
ous giver. So Jesus continues to wait and watch.

Then finally, He sees her! Slipping up to the offering, her clothes
and her face show the weary, wearing life of poverty. She has strug-
gled against her own culture, relying on the gifts of others for her
survival; yet she comes anyway. She makes her way silently through
the crowd, trying to get close enough to the collection to drop her
coins, which are gripped tightly within her hand. Finally she reaches
out and drops in her last two cents—they are worth only a fraction
of a penny. Amid the masses being collected, her offering barely
makes any noise at all.

As the coins settle in the offering box, Jesus calls to His disciples.
“Come quickly;” He says. “You need to see this. Something wonderful
has happened.” They rush over to Jesus to learn what has brought
such excitement to His voice and the smile to His face.

“What happened?” They ask excitedly. Scanning the area looking
for a king, a prince ... but what is it?

“See that woman over there?” He prompts them. “The one in that
tattered dress and bare feet—the one watching the ground and mov-
ing away from the gate.”

“Oh yes, we see her”

Jesus says, “She just placed two pennies in the offering!”

v
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“And?”

“She just put her last two pennies in the offering!” Jesus explains.
“She has given more than any other here today. Some of the richest
have brought bags of money, but she has given all she has.”

There in the Beautiful Gate, the heart of God is warmed and the
glory of the Lord fills the temple—not just behind the veil, but
where even women and Gentiles could see.

Here in the book of Mark, we have glimpsed one of the things
that touch the heart of our heavenly Father: living generously by
faith. God was touched by her gift, and we now know a tiny bit
more about His heart.

The Wealth of God’s Heart

Why does this touch the heart of our Lord? It was a gift given to
Him, born of personal sacrifice.

Hundred of years before, King David understood this when he
said, “l will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost
me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24). The mighty king didn’'t want to give
to the Lord something that was free to him; he wanted his heart to
go with that gift.

Here's a hard question. When was the last time a gift you gave to
God cost you a meal? As a pastor, | don't like bringing up money, but
I do it now because Jesus is touched by this sacrificial gift, and it was
something He talked about all the time. So when was the last time
giving really cost you something you wanted, because you gave an
offering or tithed?

Friend, like Jesus | am struck with this woman. She didn’t know
where her next meal was coming from, yet she gave her last two
cents. She gave a gift that touched God’s heart because it was a sacri-
fice of monumental proportions—it was extravagant giving!

It's hard to think of two cents as extravagant, but when it’s your last
two cents ... itis! | don't think God was expecting this gift from her
either. He wasn't ordering her,“Give me your last two cents!” God doesn't
demand that His followers bankrupt themselves to support His work.

In fact, all God asks for is a tithe, offerings, and, in all giving, faith
and joy. God invites us to give of our means, to share what we can, to
give something that touches you but never until there is no more.

Giving to the Last

Jesus witnessed this woman giving more than God
would have ever asked! I have found only one other
moment of such extravagant giving in the New
Testament, when a woman entered a Pharisee’s home
to find Jesus. She opens an alabaster box worth a year’s
wages and pours the plethora of perfume on Jesus' feet.

Yet even this woman had family; she knew
where she would take her next meal. Yet the
woman at the offering plate, captured by
the eyes of Jesus, had absolutely
nothing. She gave her very last!
Y
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How could she do such a thing? There is only one answer: faith.

As those tiny, thin coins fall from her hand, she is really proclaiming,
“Lord, whether or not | eat tomorrow is up to you. Here are my last
two coins; you handle it from here”

Sure, she was not going to get a lot for those two coins. She was
better off investing them in the Lord. Yet | wish there was more to
this story, perhaps a record of how Jesus instructed Peter to empty
Judas’ moneybag into her pocket, but the Bible doesn't tell us. Still |
believe with all my heart that her gift of faith was not forgotten the
next day, because “without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder
of those who diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6 NKJV).

Her extreme act of faith and sacrifice touched the heart of God,
because it was in harmony with His heart.

True Extravagant Giving

Millennia ago, someone crept into the heavenly throne room and
said, “You can't trust Him” Satan stood before the angels and
claimed God was not reliable, and a third of the angels believed him!
(Revelation 12:3, 7) That same devil tempted Eve in the garden, say-
ing, “Can you really trust God?”

And she and her hushand, both who knew God personally, were
taken in by those cunning lies.

So | believe that faith touches the heart of God because He desires
to be trusted again! He continually reaches out to us and says, “Trust
me! Trust me with your daily life. Trust me with your future. Trust
me with your eternity. Trust me with your salvation. Just trust me!”

Jesus, God Himself, was so impressed by this woman because God
longs for His children to once again trust Him. And when she
dropped in her last two cents, she said, “I trust you, Lord””

God desires that you trust Him today. I'm not writing about giving;
I'm writing about faith. Giving is just an avenue that will help you and
I grow our faith. My friend, | invite you to trust God again. It is a risk,
an act of faith, but it will bring a smile to the face of God and warm

His heart as He watches over you. For more about touching the
heart of God, visit www.higherthoughts.com. —=—
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Jesus speaks in Matthew 12:31, 32 about blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit. He says, “All manner of sin and blasphemy will be for-
given man, except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.” Now this
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit does not mean you lose your
temper, shake your fist at God, and call Him names. That is certain-
ly an outrageous sin, but that is not the “blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit” of which Jesus is speaking.

The Jewish leaders accused Jesus of blasphemy when He claimed
equality with God and the right to forgive sin. Of course, they would
have been correct to do so if Jesus were not God.

However, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is a perpetual, constant
resisting of the drawing love of God’s Spirit, so much so that you lose the
capacity to hear the Holy Spirit’s voice. The conscience becomes seared
(1 Timothy 4:2). This deadly blasphemy is also called “grieving away”
the Holy Spirit. Paul refers to “Grieve not the Holy Spirit, wherewith
you are sealed;” meaning we can permanently grieve away the Spirit.

Eventually, a person loses the capacity to repent, and therefore
cannot be saved. It is for this sin that a person cannot be forgiven,
because they have rejected the Spirit that convicts of sin (John 16:8).
So if we still feel convicted of sin and have the desire to repent, then
we have probably not committed the unpardonable sin.

Exaglus 16:29 seems to suggest that God wants
us o stay home and rest on the Sabbath. If so,
ISitt even necessary to go to church?

Let’s first start by looking at Exodus 16:29: “Let every man remain
in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day” (NKJV).

God tells the Israelites to remain in their places because they were
out looking for bread on a day when God said there would be none
(Exodus 16:27,28).“See! For the Lorb has given you the Sabbath; there-
fore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days.” God was not
suggesting that they sit in their tents for 24 hours. Furthermore, “in his
place” really means in the camp. God did not want them out gathering
sticks or bread as that was work (Numbers 15:32). Of coursg, they did
water, feed, and milk their flocks (Luke 13:15).

So yes, God very much wants us to gather for worship on the Sabbath,
which is why the Sabbath is called a “holy convocation”in Leviticus
23:3—"Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of
solemn rest, a holy convocation” (NKJV). Convocation means: “To con-
vene, come together usually for an official or public purpose; assemble
formally. A community who are assembled for a ceremony”
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This was the example of Jesus, as we see in Luke 4:16.“So He came
to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was,
He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to
read” (NKJV). Even the word synagogue means to come together—
Latin synag ga, from Greek sunag, assembly, synagogue, from
sunagein, to bring together.

Acts 13:44 shows that the disciples gathered in the synagogue for
study on the Sabbath, and they also came together for prayer by the
river. And on the next Sabbath, almost the entire city came together
to hear the Word of God. “And on the Sabbath day we went out of the
city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; and we sat
down and spoke to the women who met there” (Acts 16:13 NKJV).

One of the most important features of the Sabbath is when God's peo-
ple come together for corporate worship. When we neglect to do this, we
rob God of the collective worship He deserves and ourselves of the fel-
lowship blessings we need.“Seven days without church makes one weak”

How did God get there if there was nothing
there to create Him?

This is a good question, and if | could answer it, I'd probably be
God: 1 can't honestly answer it, but the Bible does say a few words
about God’s eternal nature. In Psalms 93:2, we are told, “Thy Throne
is established of old; thou art from everlasting.” That means God has
always been, and that's difficult for us to understand.

But it remains true—God has always existed. Before time even
began, God was there. That's why Jesus refers to Himself as “I Am;”
meaning He’s the self-existing one. He's always been, He always is,
and He always will be.

Furthermore, the Bible says, “God is love.” You can't love when you're
the only person around—at least not the kind of sacrificing love that
God is. So God the Father, Son, and Spirit must have always been,
showing love for one another even before the first creature was made.

It's very difficult for humans to imagine because we live in a realm
where everything has a beginning and an end. But not so for God—
God inhabits eternity (Isaiah 57:15). He can dwell in any and all parts
of time at the same time. He lives outside this physical realm, and He
created the dimension of time for His creatures. He doesn't have a
beginning, and He won't have an end. That is a mystery for all ages.

Tune in Sunday nights to Bible Answers Live,
Amazing Facts’ live, nationwide call-in radio
program. Pastor Doug gives biblical,
straightforward answers to difficult Bible
questions. To get times and stations in your
area, visit www.amazingfacts.org, or request
a free program guide by phone or mail.



Amazing Facts Welcomes Dottie
| In March, the ministry gratefully welcomed

Dorothy Messer to the data processing staff, where
her duties include gift entry, assisting the operator, processing
orders, and much more.

She and her pastor-husband
served in Michigan for 11 years prior
to his retirement from full-time min-
istry. They have a happy family of six
children, nine grandchildren, and a
great grandchild.

While not working, Dottie enjoys
experimenting with new recipes,
reading, gardening, and sharing
God's Word with others. A quote from one of her favorite writers
describes her joyful gratitude at being part of Amazing Facts dur-
ing these last days: “Each has his place in the eternal plan of heav-
en. Each is to work in cooperation with Christ for the salvation of
souls. Not more surely is the place prepared for us in the heavenly
mansions than is the special place designated on earth where we
are to work for God.”

The Purpose and Power of Publishing

One of the goals of Amazing Facts publishing department is
to follow the purpose God has for literature ministry; we believe
God’s purpose includes:

1. Revealing the beauty of Christ’s character

2. Demonstrating Christian principles

3. Being a witness for truth

4. Exalting God's law

5. Proclaiming the three angels’ messages in Revelation
6. Making plain the issues in the great controversy

\We wish to harness the power of the press for the cause of
Christ, before the world seizes total control and continually pours
spiritually poisonous literature into the world. We believe God has
mandated that we make available the highest-quality, truth-filled
literature at the most affordable prices. One way we have tried to
do this is by offering our weekly e-mail specials that promote dis-
counts of up to 80 percent. (Go to our website to sign up today.)

By doing this, we present you with an extraordinary opportunity
to win souls for Christ and help fund our other evangelistic projects.

The ministry consistently receives calls from first-time listeners
to our programs who are so thrilled at the wonderful resources we
offer new and mature Christians in the Inside Report and on the
Internet. Please pray for our publishing ministry and support us
by visiting our catalog online at www.amazingfacts.org. And this
fall, look for our new 64-page catalog featuring favorite Christian
resources and brand-new products that will bring you and your
friends closer to Jesus!

What's new at Amazing Facts...

New AFCOE Session Begins

Amazing Facts College of Evangelism’s current four-month pro-
gram began in July and has 45 students ranging in age from 18 to
56, from countries as diverse as Portugal, England, and Kenya.
They will get hands-on experience in a live evangelistic series in
Elk Grove, California, later this fall with Amazing Facts evangelist
Byron Corbett. Please pray for our newest students—that the Lord
will bless their efforts and use them to bring many to Christ.

Do You Have the Clarion Call?

Have you signed up yet for the Clarion, Amazing Facts online
newsletter? If not, you're missing out on the latest news updates that
might not appear in the Inside Report. It's especially important dur-
ing the winter months when the cata-
log edition of the magazine comes
out. And don't forget, you'll also get
great discounts on products that you
won't find anywhere else. So go to
www.amazingfacts.org/
clarion/subscribe.asp

and sign up today!

Bible Answers Live
Tennessee: WSGM, 104.7 FM, Tracy City
Tennessee: WBLC, 1360 AM, Lenoir City

A New Revelation

Alabama: WWGC, 1090 AM, Albertville
Georgia: WAQA, 94.5 FM, Morganton
Georgia: WCRU, 97.1 FM, Thomaston
Illinois: WLMM, 103.9 FM, Channahon
Ilinois: WQIN, 102.9 FM, Quincy
Kansas: KTHA, 100.5 FM, Thayer
Michigan: WAWB, 107.3 FM, West Branch
Minnesota: WMLA, 99.7 FM, Moose Lake
Oregon: KLLF 106.7 FM, Roseburg
Tennessee: WBLC 1360 AM, Lenoir City

ELEVISION

Millennium of Prophecy
Washington: FVTV, Ch. 11, Vancouver
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In Loving Memory of
J. Dorris Alexander from Cleo Alexander, his wife

Melba Anderson from Fred and Bette Cooksley,
her cousins

Florette Andrews from Vernon R. Andrews

Harold Austin from Lloyd Austin

Russell W. Babylon from Maxine Dunks, his daughter

Micah Batchelor from Danny and Carol Jeter

Harry Baugher from Jerry and Lillian Baugher

Marion Bidwell from Kent and Dee Dickinson

Frank Boadway from Mrs. Frank Boadway, his wife; from
Gerald and Barbara Lammerding, his daughter and son-
in-law; from Bonnie and Ed Ensminger

Jewel B. Boutch from Frank and Gayle Tyroff

Bernice Bradbury from Lucille Hutchins, her niece

Ruth Brinson from Geneva Griffin

Carl and Ann Brockmann from Ethel Simeone,
their daughter

Dr. Harold C. Brockmann from Ethel Simeone, his sister
Howard D. Burbank from Donna and Frank Lindsay
Shannon Burton from Emanuel and Cathy Pavlik,

her parents; from Spurgeon Lail
Bruce Bush from Lucille Bush, his wife
Glen Byers from Bonnie Byers, his wife

Phyllis Chaffee from Stanley C. Chaffee

Ken Christopher from Marty and Dehbie Varsubsky

David Claridge from Lawrence L. Claridge, his brother

Kirby Clark from Lola Genton

David Clavidge from Beulah Griffith

Robert Cole from Katherine Vining

Harley Cordis from Fred and Bette Cooksley

Evelyn Crews from Lu Ann Crews

Joe Crews from Lu Ann Crews, his wife; from Dan C. Bora;
from Kent and Dee Dickinson; from Matthew Kabson;
from Homer R. Lynd

Catherine Cuff from Frank and Ruth Waxter

Marie Dale from Rodney Dale, her husband
Hazel Damazo from Joseph Damazo, her husband
J.D. Davis from Hazel Daniel
Marjorie Dickinson from Kent and Dee Dickinson
Tom Dickinson from Kent and Dee Dickinson
Violet Dirksen from Fred and Bette Cooksley
William H. Douglas from Elaine F. Edwards-Yahraus;
from Warren and Susan Rooney
Austin and Emma Dunwoody from Mr.and Mrs. S. L. Alvarez
Edith Durham from William Lowe, her son

Marion L Elmendorf from Edward N. Elmendorf,
her husband

William L. Fisher from Dorothy Fisher
Edward H. Flower from M. Florence Flower
Lawrence Ford from Agatha Janzen

Lynn Fox from Drusilla Fox, his wife

Jerry Freeman from Hazel Freeman, his wife

Alan R. Gair from Jackie Gair, his wife
Hugo and Albertine Gerst from Albert Gerst, their son
Kenneth Glidden from Norma Niemi and family;
from Paul Niemi
Velva Goertz from Fred and Bette Cooksley
Elaine Green from Max and Barbara Qualley
Glenn and Violet Guille from Patrick and Nellie Newer

Pastor Alex R. Hall from Alyce Hall, his wife
Chase Hall from Alyce Hall, his grandmother
Jeanette Harlow from Gordon Tall
Bob Hartloff from Robert Hartloff
Chris Haydon from Leroy and Joanne Fuller
Carl Hermo from Danny and Carol Jeter
Joseph Herzberg from Thelma Herzberg, his wife;
from Debra Fechik, his daughter
Bernice Hester from Celia Melvin
Earl Hibbs from Lilly Hibbs
Joshua Henry Hicks from Henry and Debbie Hicks,
his parents; from Abigayle, Anna, Abbe, and Dale Estep
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Hoffman from Steve and Donna Dickie;
from David and Eileen Mauzano
James and Ellen Howell from Frank and Gayle Tyroff

Herluf Jensen from Kent and Dee Dickinson
Scott Jeter from Danny and Carol Jeter, his parents

Amazing Facts recognizes contributions made as a tribute to the deceased or as an honorarium celebrating significant
milestones in the lives of loved ones. Please type or print legibly to ensure correct spelling; we are unable to verify confus-
ing spellings due to volume. Due to space limitations, a maximum of five names will be printed per donation per issue.
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Bev Johnson from Steve and Donna Dickie
J.R. and Eva Johnson from Lucille Bush
Betty Ruth Jordan from Geneva Griffin

Elizabeth Kabson from Matthew Kabson, her husband
Glenn E. Kingery from Nellie Kingery, his wife

Alton and Marion Kingsbury from Tom Kingshury
Jean Kravig from Bonnie Lorenz

Ruth Kunes from Harriet Ruch

Marvin Lang from Olga Lang, his wife

Audrey Lehman from Harvey Lehman

Lauren B. Lendle from Jackie Gair, her grandmother
Cynthia Leui from Leda C. Smith

Martin Lewis from Helen Marlin

Louise Lilley from Gilbert Lilley, her husband

Alan Dean Long from Pauline B.Long, his mother
J.Murray Long from Pauline B.Long, his wife
Loved Ones from Oma R. Kattenhorn

Fritzie Maples from J.Wayne Maples, her husband

Lester J. Marcussen from Elizabeth Marcussen, his wife

Earl and Edna Marlin from Helen Marlin

Hugh Marlin from Helen Marlin, his wife

Julie Marlin from Helen Marlin

Bill May from Alma H. May, his mother; from Matthew
Kabson; from Kent and Dee Dickinson

Ruth Irene McIntyre from Lane and Mary McCombs

Charles Melvin from Celia Melvin, his wife

Cynthia Joan Melvin from Celia Melvin, her
daughter-in-law

John and Harriet Meyers from Helen Marlin

Alice Millard from Albert Gerst

Fay Miller from Ray and Arlene Geddes

Shirley Millington from Herb and Anna May Waters

Elsie Monroe from Iris Fincher

Edward Morgan from Joyce Morgan, his wife

Dr. Clyde Morris from Thayer T. Morris, his brother

Don Glenn Nash from Robert and Lenoa Jones
Pastor and Mrs. Gerald R. Nash from Catherine Krauss
C.V.Newman from Gertrude R. Siemsen

Charles 0'Dell from Kent and Dee Dickinson

Annie and Isaac Pierce from Frank and Gayle Tyroff
Violet Pirl from George Yaros

Marvin Plubell from Marvin and Leola Plubell
Frank R. Pollack from Mary T. Pollack, his sister

Pauline H. Pollack from Anne Cameron, her sister;
from Mary T. Pollack, her sister

Grace Pottorf from Joyce Ayres; from Alberta Ballard;
from Eugene and Jean Hildebrand; from Lillian Johnson;

from Dorothy Mcintyre; from Evelyn Poly; from Ruth Wolf

Vern and Dee Potts from Danny and Carol Jeter, their
son-in-law and daughter
Herb Powell from Bonnie Lorenz

Emil Quast from Leone Quast, his wife

Katie Ramirez from Katalina Rinker, her daughter
Birdie Rasmussen from Allen Chellis

Sam Renk from Helen Renk, his wife

Earl and Grace Reuss from Max and Barbara Qualley
William and Mable Reynolds from Lucille Bush
Roland Rhynus from Stanley C. Chaffee

Todd Rimer from Fred Rimer

Max Ritchie from Lu Ann Crews

Jezreel Robles from Corazon Evano

Terry Ross from Matthew Kahson

Dorothy Russ from Helen E. Bell

Barbara Schwab from Evelyn Platt, her sister

Gwendolyn Sue Seale from Jill Cobb

Annabel Sevison from Stanley C. Chaffee

Jacquie Shain from Fred and Bette Cooksley

Anna Shanko from Mr.and Mrs.S. L. Alvarez

John Shatzley from Marty and Debbie Varsubsky

Jeremiah Shoemaker from Garland Shoemaker

Gerald S. Silvestri from Pastor John and Anita Silvestri,
his parents

Rocco C. Simeone from Ethel Simeone, his wife

Ann Simpkins from Frank and Gayle Tyroff

Alter H. Smith from Helen D. Smith, his wife

Willie Spainhower from Al and Pat Marion

Donna Specht from Bette Robison

Harlan Specht from Pauline Molina

Walter H. Squire from Florence Squire, his wife

Marjorie A. Stone from Glenn E. Stone

Edith M. Storey from Helen Culver =

Edna Taylor from Nancy Taylor,
her daughter v
John Thiel
from Dorothy T.Hughes
Ruth Timothy from
James and Julayne
Brude, her son-
in-law and
daughter

Cheney Triplett from Marlys Davis
Charles E. Turner from Gladys V. Vance, his sister

Frank Ullrich from his wife

Wayne Vandevere from Mr.and Mrs. Paul Krall
Eddie Venn from Ardatha Pederson, his mother
Frieda Vogel from Joyce Pinke

Sheila Waters from Marty and Debbie Varsubsky

Billie Watson from Fred and Bette Cooksley, her brother-
in-law and sister

Lila Weir from Herb and Anna May Waters

Daniel and Charo Widner from Charlotte Widner

Mel Wiese from Joan D. Wiesg, his wife

Rick Wilson from Gloria Wilson, his wife

Robert R. Wilson II from Richard Brinley; from Shirley A.

Fisher; from Charlotte Widner

Bill Zima Jr. from Patricia Zima, his mother
Bill Zima Sr. from Patricia Zima, his wife

In Honor of
Jay Mortenson from Ramona Mortenson, his wife
Jerry Mortenson from Ramona Mortenson, his mother

Happy Anniversary
Vicki Taylor from Andrew Taylor, her husband

Happy Birthday

Della Cummings (96th) from Eugene and Grace Jordan
Ed Motsenbocker from Robert Dirksen

Mable Vance (98th) from Eugene and Grace Jordan




A recent survey
indicates that nearly
75 percent of those
polled say that eating
together as a family
is very important, but
only 43 percent
actually do. That’s
terrible considering
that families who eat
together experience
the following benefits:

Children do better in school, have fewer behav-
ior problems, understand their family’s values
more deeply, are less apt to try alcohol or drugs,
communicate more, and are healthier.

God has truly blessed His creation with meal-
time, and more than just the good food; it's easy
to see why His original plan for the family is so
important. So encourage your children to eat at
the dinner table every night, and don’t let a bad
experience dishearten you. Today’s families are
so busy, but leaving behind the cares of the world
for a few hours of peace will make the quality of
your life much better—especially if that time is
Christ-centered. You won’t even mind leaving
behind worldly pursuits and leisure, as your family
grows closer to each other and the Lord.

Why not try the tasty Mexican dish on this page
from Scott Steward, our advertising and public
relations coordinator, and his wife Ann. It helps
feed a hungry family of four to six.

Don’t miss our newest cookbooks that feature
tasty, healthier vegan dishes. See page 20 to find
some great deals today!
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‘BLACK-BEAN-

‘CASSEROLE-

What you need:

16 ounces salsa
7 corn tortillas (yellow or white), more if necessary
1 can (7 oz.) diced green chili peppers (optional)
2 cans (15 oz.) black beans (can also use 2 whole,
canned pinto beans or mix), drained and rinsed
2 cups grated veggie-cheese

= 4

What you do:

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7

8.

Preheat oven to 350° F

In a lightly sprayed or oiled 7-12 inch pan, cover
the bottom with a thin layer of salsa

Cut all the tortillas in half

Place half of the cut tortillas on top of the salsa,
completely covering the salsa

If using green chilies, mix with beans. Layer half
of the bean mixture on top of the tortillas

Cover beans with half of the grated cheese
Layer tortillas, salsa and beans, finishing with
veggie-cheese

Bake for 35 minutes

Feeds 4 to 6 people.



This dynamic, interactive, 12-part video series
will teach you how to live in harmony with the natural
laws of health. Learn to enjoy a delicious, plantbased diet;
engage in a simple, energizing exercise program; and be
empowered by a disciplined spiritual life.

i e

Features these and other well-known leading
experts in prevention and wellness:
® Neil Nedley, M.D., author of Proof Positive
® John Scharffenberg, M.D. MPH, Adjunct Professor, Loma Linda University
® \Winston Craig, Ph.D., MPH, Nutrition Dept. Chairman, Andrews University
® Zeno Charles-Marcel, M.D., Medical Director, Lifestyle Center of America

Cr:yrauer, MA, Pastor, Strasburg, VA
“Professional, concise, dynamic, ctﬁing edge
health information ... the StepFast Lifestyle
Series is ideal for sharing practical health

principles with friends and family, or for
conducting a very effective lifestyle seminar!”

Health and Lifestyle Presentations:
0 Heart Disease 0 Cancer

0 Weight Control 00 Osteoporosis
[ Diabetes 0 Vegetarianism
0 Hypertension Benefits

Practical Instruction in:

[ Vegetarian Cooking

0 Exercise

0 Stress Management

0 Maximizing Devotional Life

Introduction to Natural Remedies:

[0 Hydrotherapy
[ Tips for Using Herbs

StepFast Resource Guide
on CD-ROM

[ Recipes and Fitness Materials

[ Resources for Books, Tapes & Videos

[ StepFast Seminar Guide, with step-by-
step instructions on how to conduct a
successful StepFast Lifestyle Seminar

IDEAL FOR:

0 Personal Wellness Program
0 Sharing With Others
0 Conducting a Lifestyle Seminar

VT-SFLS (video)

“The station manager of our local cable network is so only $149.95
impressed with the content and quality of the StepFast Lifestyle
Series that he offered to show the entire series free of charge!”

See ordering info
on page 21.
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“Me? A successful
soul-winner?”

TES! ful‘" @ Learn to conduct pow-
@ Master frequently erful and convincing
misunderstood Bible studies and

Bible doctrines evangelistic seminars

@ Develop confidence and @ Get hands-on experi-
skills te witness and ence during a live
teach any time or place evangelistic series

Come to Denver, Colorado,
S Jan 23 - May 31, 2004, for a
unique session in the Amazing
Facts College of Evangelism!

World-Class Instructors

$

Doug Batchelor Mark Finley IR " This dynamic, comprehensive course will prepare you for an entry-
Fresidest Mreston S peakes Presid est F . -~ ) .
PR A ey s e sy el |c\c| career in ministry. Come study God's Word, learn principles of
— effective soul-winning, and work under the mentorship of successful

soul-winners, in conjunction with a seminar series by Mark Finley
6 and Don Schneider. It's an experience only AFCOE could offer!

a

: - Save $200 on tuition!
Alan Parker Annie Kpaer Eihelene Erady
D;ﬁl.;::-r lnlﬂ;:‘:gérMur U'Hrur:;’.':uﬂu;dmlm ﬂpplv hy SEP'L _2.51 2““3
plus other leading soul-winaing experts! A,]]I]Illl:aﬂ on Deadline:

CALL TODAY! coievssuccs s

916-434-3880, ext. 3049 or online at www.afcoe.org
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